ANECDOTES 


0 F THE 
DELBOROUGH PAMILY. 


A NOVEL. 


* A 


—— — — — 
IN FIVE VOLUMES 


— 


VOL. III. 


BY MRS. GUNNING. 


LOND O N: 
PRINTED FOR WILLIAM LANE, 
AT THE 

Minerva Preſs, ; * 
LEADENHALL-STREET, 
mm 


M DCC XCll, © 


ANECDOTES +495 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY., 


CHAP. XXX. 


ISS Pladlow had the misfortune 
to loſe a very amiable mother, at 


the age of ten months, and when, for her 
ſake, the doctor, whoſe character was more 


reſpectable than his finances, accepted a 
ſituation in the Duke of Angravye's family, 
he committed his precious darling, only 
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then ſix years old, to the care of Mrs. Par- 
kington, contenting himſelf with ſuch oc- 
cafional viſitations, as did not encroach on 
the indulgence of his noble patron, or in- 


terfere with the official duties of his office. 


His honeſt heart repoſed in the ſecurity 
that his daughter was placed, where ſhe 
would be well taken care of, much better 
he thought, than he could have done for 
her in his own houſe, having always ſet his 
face againſt ſecond marriages, having no 
female relation to whoſe charge he could 
intruſt her, and not being in circumſtances 
to give her the advantages of a genteel | 
education, by procuring the attendance of 
maſters, at the moderate rate of half a 
guinea a leſion, a tax as permanently ſet- 
tled by all forts of venders of polite ac- | 
compliſhments, as our malt, cyder, or even 
land-tax is fixed by parliament itſelf. - 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Parkington really merited the good 
opinion Doctor Pladlow had .entertaned 
of her, ſhe was in every reſpect a truly de- 
ferving woman; ſhe had been many years 
eſtabliſhed in his neighbourhood; her ſchool 
was flouriſhing, and her attention to her 
pupils unremitting, and if it had not been 
quite ſo much divided, the ſituation of the 
poor little motherleſs Ann would have been 
fully as eligible, as if ſhe had been brought 
up under the immediate eye of her ſurviy- 
ing parent. Mrs. Parkington loved and 
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3 cheriſhed her with true maternal fondneſs, 


and gave to the forming and improye- 
ment of her mind, as great a proportion of 
her time, as ſhe could have given to any 
individual ſcholar, had that individual been 
a daughter of her own, but the volatile diſ- 
poſition of her pretty charge, required 
conſtant attendance and conſtant culture, 
which was no more in her power to beſtow, 
than for a gardener to ſtand over one par- 
| B 2 _ =. ticular 
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ticular flower, and . all the reſt ef | 
| his parterre. 


- Miſs Pladlow had entered her teens in 
all the majeſty of beauty, when a vacancy | 
happened in the ſchool, by the marriage of 

a ſober diſcreet woman, whoſe Proms. thr ; 
| it was to inſtruct the young ladies in the 
French language, and on this occaſion Mrs. 
Parkington applied to Doctor Pladlow, 
who was then in the Duke of Angrave's 
family, for his aſſiſtance in recommending 
a perſon to ſupply the 1 of they late harm 
ant. 8. 


Now the Doctor, though the beſt man 
in the world, was certainly the worſt that 

could have been employed on ſo delicate a 
commiſſion; but willing to execute it to 
the beſt of his abilities, he referred the re- 
queſt to the perſon who ſuperintended the 
education of his patron's daughters, and ſhe 
promiſed to look out for a country "0 
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of her own (being a Pariſian) who was 


4 properly qualified for the office ſne was 


wanted to fill; accordingly the next week, 
2 Mademoiſelle was diſpatched down to the 
{ſchool in a ſtage coach, with more recom- 
mendations from ladies of the very firſt 
faſhion, than money, ribbon, blond lace, 
or rouge. 4 
As we have already brought forward 
this important character, being the very 
fame Mademoiſelle who attended Mails 
Pladlow in her excurſion to the wood, 
where they were met by Lord Greendale, 
it may not be altogether unneceſſary to ſay 
a few more words on the ſubject of her 
merits, and how ſhe came by them. Seve- 
ral ladies. of quality, old and young, mar- 
ried and ſingle, the forming of whoſe 
minds and morals had been her peculiar 
taſk, in the thirty years ſhe had taken up 
her abode in the metropolis, were all of 
them ready, on account of paſs'd ſervices, 
B 3 not 
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not only to declare, but to ſign ſuch decla- 


rations, with their own honorable, and right 
honorable names, that Mademoiſelle Scude- 


rie was mighty well qualified for a gover- 
neſs; that ſhe ſpoke the language of her 
own country with purity; knew ſome- | 
thing of Italian, and had behaved with | 
much diſcretion whilſt in their ſervice ; | 
twenty of thoſe written teſtimonials ſhe ? 
carried with her to Mrs. Parkington, and | 
being an adept in the ſcience of hypocriſy, | 
after a trial of ſix years, Mrs. Parkington 
was as much the dupe of her arts, as on 
her firſt coming down to take poſſeſſion 


of her poſt. 


| The good ſchool-miſtreſs had often | 
thanked Doctor Pladlow for his recom- 


mendation, who 1n trath knew nothing 
more of the perſon ſo much approved, ex 


cept what he had been told by the gover- 7 


neſs, who lived with Lady Margaret and 4 


Lady Selina Dangle ; he thought her bet- 


2 
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ter intitled to his neighbours acknowledg- 
ments. than himſelf, of courſe. conveyed 
them to the right owner, who always re- 
ceived them very graciouſly, not ſo much 
for their own, as for the Doctor's ſake, 
who ſhe regarded as a comely widower, 
might make a handſome huſband, and not 
having heard that his late wife had pro- 
vided him with an heireſs, to enjoy the 
riches he was in a fair way to accumulate, 
ſhe would have read her recantation of 
Popiſn errors, to have preſented him a 
lawful heir to lis riſing fortune; theſe 
pleaſing hopes were all her own, the Doc- 
tor had no part in them, ſuch an idea had 
never entered into his head, or ſuch a wiſh 
into his heart; of which truth, after twelve 
months of indefatigable labour to - attain 
her purpoſe, Madame Villeroy was fo 
well convinced, that inſtead of purſuing 
him any longer with tokens of prefer- 
ence, ſhe attempted to annoy him with 
airs of cold civility, almoſt bordering on 

B 4 contempt, 
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contempt, to which he really was, or pre- 
tended to be, as blind as to the ſofter blan- 
diſhments of love and tenderneſs, which 
made her ſo compleatly his enemy, that 
ſhe ſwore never to miſs an occaſion 
through her whole life, to do him a diſ- | 
ſervice, whenever it ſhould happen to be 
in her power. | ; 


Mademoiſelle Scuderie found the con- 
finement of a ſchool did not quite agree 
with the very liberal notions of freedom 
ſhe had imbibed, by her long reſidence in 
the land of liberty, particularly after hav- 
ing paſſed ſo much of her time in the 
houſes of the great, where liberty might 
be ſaid to reign unfettered, though in leſs 
exalted ſituation, liberty is obliged to ſubmit 
to the reſtraints of a few odd old faſhioned 
laws, the obſervance of which, to thoſe 
who can look forward to no better prof- 
pect than an approving conſcience and 


eternal rewards, is conſidered as a matter 
5 of 
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of more conſequence than the generality 
of great people believe them to be; but 
what could poor Mademoiſelle do to right 
herſelf, her place was a lucrative one, and 
places of profit ſhe knew, by late experi- 
- ence, - was. more eaſily loſt than gained. 
| Notwithſtanding ſhe had been governeſs 
and chief confidant to twenty ladies of high 
rank, having no further occaſion for her 
ſervices, being arrived at that happy age, 
when they could manage their own little 
affairs, the only thing they could be pre- 
vailed upon to give her, and what of all 
others ſhe leaſt deſerved, was a good cha- 
racter, ſo that when ſhe got into her pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, ſhe was literally in a 
ſtate of ſtarvation, and to which ſhe was 
very loth to return; great as her objec- 
tions were to the ſort of life, her neceſ- 
fities had compelled her to accept. 5 


The extreme beauty of Miss Pladlow, 
afforded a diſtant proſpect of better days 
be B $ to 
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to Mademoiſelle ; ſhe knew the power ſuch 
a blaze of charms muſt have on the hearts 
of all mankind, the moment they ſhould 
be exhibited to the world, and by making 
an intereſt in her affection, ſhe hoped to 
be a ſharer in any good fortune that might 
hereafter attend her ; with this advantage 
in view, all her hours of leiſure were dedi- 
cated to filling the poor child's head with 
folly, and her heart with vanity, by which 
deſtructive arts, ſhe had gained ſuch an aſ- 
cendency over her, that ſhe would have 
given up the whole world, rather than be 
feparated from her dear Mademoiſelle ; ſhe 
had nearly died of grief when her father 
fetched her from ſchool, and returned to it 
with as large a proportion of joy, when 
Lord Greendale was expected at Red- 


berry. 


In novels and romances, ſhe was per- 
haps as well read as any other young lady, 


inwhoſe education Mademoiſelle had been 
concerned ; 
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DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 7 
concerned ; ſhe was herſelf a great lover 
of fuch light ſummer reading, and had a 
pretty large collection, which ſhe called 
her own, but which, in fact, had been hired 
for the uſe of her former pupils, and after- 
wards forgot to be returned, as the names 
of different circulating libraries on the 
bindings clearly announced; the box that 
contained thoſe prohibited treaſures, and 
forbidden pleaſures, was conveyed to the 
ſchool houſe, under the denomination of 
wearing apparel, and made her public en- 
try more reſpectable than it would other- 
wiſe have been; for to ſpeak truth, all her 


wardrobe, except the cloaths on her back, 


might have been packed up in a comb- 
calc, 


She not only indulged her beautiful 
pupil with reading all ſorts of novels, good, 
bad and indifferent, but would alſo recount 
to her the hiſtories of all the families ſhe 
had lived with; would tell her how it was 


B 6 the 


* 


12 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


the faſhion for mothers.to keep daughters 
in their nurſeries, till they might them- 
felves be mothers, and how cleverly thoſe 
very daughters had at laſt out-witted their 
mothers ; how many. young ladies that ſhe 
had brought up, had got married and di- 


vorced in leſs than two years, and how 


many more of her acquaintance, who had 
not a ſix- pence to croſs themſelves with, 
had got rich huſbands, merely by their 


beauty, and then ſhe never failed to draw || 


an inference in favour of her lovely friend, 
ſo very palatable and cordial, as by fre- 
quent repetition to perfectly intoxicate her 
ſenſes. | 


Nature had made her amiable; her un- 
derſtanding was not at leaſt below medio- 
crity, and her heart had many good quali- 
ties; but Mademoiſelle was never an ad- 


mirer of the works of nature, except to 
_ deſtroy them, ſo that Miſs Pladlow's 


mind was as much out of repair, at the age | 
of | 


- 
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of eighteen, by the coquettery and affec- 
tation thrown into it by means of Made- 
moiſelle Scuderie, as it could poſſibly have 
been, had ſhe paſſed three winters in town, 
in the boſom of faſhion and the dg ang 


circle of high lite. 


On the day marked out for the miſery 
of Lord Greendale, and the- conqueſt of 
Miſs Pladlow, the two female friends went 
to the wood, in conſequence of an appoint- 
ment made by Mademoiſelle, to be met 
there by an old woman who lived in the 
neighbourhood, and paſſed for a fortune- 
teller; what happened on this occaſion has 
been ſpoken of in its proper place, we have 
only therefore to add, that after the Mar- 
quis had taken leave, Mademoiſelle, in her 
officious eagerneſs to congratulate Ann on 
the conqueſt ſne had made, full of won- 
der who the ſtranger could be, and of ad- 
miration at the handſomeneſs of his perſon, 
and the gracefulneſs of his manners, tumbled 
Over 
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over a ſtone that lay in her way, and in 


the fall hurt her ancle ſo much, that Miſs | 
Pladlow could not lift her from the ground, | 


but was forced to run to the houſe for aſ- 
ſiſtance; ſhe was carried home in a chair, 


and put to bed, to which ſhe was confined 


ſeveral days, for though no bone was bro- 
ken, or diſlocated, the ſtrain was a very 
bad one, and what made it a grievous ac- 


cident to Ann, was the diſappointment of ; 


her hopes to meet the agreeable ſtranger 
the next day, as ſhe had moſt indiſcreetly 
promiſed him ſhe would do. 


Fair and gentle readers, you who are yet 
unhackneyed inthe ways of the world, flop 
- at this part, and contemplate the very na- 
tural picture of real life we hold up for 
your inſpection : look at Miſs Pladlow 
in the back ground, that is to ſay, in the 


firſt ſtage of her infancy, you will there ſee ] 


her innocent, artleſs, modeſt, and timid, 
the moſt intereſting light in which your 


ſex 
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ſex can ever appear. See the deſtroyer of 
thoſe feminine graces, the Syren, whoſe 
ſong is death, approach her in the diſguiſe 
of friendſhip ; ſhe holds the cup of flattery 
co her lips, infuſed with deadly poiſon, and 
that Syren is Mademoiſelle Scuderie ; for 
having liſtened to her voice, and been di- 
Z rected by her counſel, Miſs Pladlow, though 
ſtill innocent and modeſt, is no longer art- 
le ſs or timid. In her attachmentto the inſidi- 
ous French woman, ſhe may be reckoned 
unfortunate, but when ſhe permnted a man, 
with whoſe name ſhe was everi unacquaint- 
ea, to talk to her of love, to preſs her 
hands, and carry them to his lips, ſhe for- 
feited her pretenſions to diſcretion, and by 

condeſeending to grant his requeſt of a 
ſecond meeting, we tremble to pronounce, 
that ſhe bid adieu to the only guards of her 
XZ fx, prudence and delicacy ; the firſt ſpeci- 
men ve have of her art, was turned againft 
4 | Herſelf, and had Lord Greendale kept his 
appointment, and had his principals been 
= - leſs 
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leſs ſtrictly honourable than in reality they 


were, it would have infallibly effected her 


deſtruction. To meet him unattended by 
a female companion, ſhe felt repugnant, 
ſhe even feared, and very juſtly too, that 
ſuch a ſtep might be the means of lower- 


ing her in his eſtimation. 


The hurt Mademoiſelle had received the 
preceding day, prevented her from going 
out, and to truſt any other perſon with the 
ſecret, was impoſſible, ſhe therefore deter- 
mined not to give him the meeting ſhe had 
promiſed, at the ſame time cheated her own | 


reſolves, by purſuing her walk through the 


very path which he muſt take, and at the 


very hour in which ſhe expected him; 
fortune was on this occaſion more favour- 
able to her than ſhe deſerved, it ſaved her 
from an interview with the Marquis, and 
preſented to her his letter only, with the 
contents, of which ſne was more tranſported 
than it was poſſible ſhe could have been by 
gi91 the 
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the preſence of the writer, having diſimiſ- 
ſed Jenkings with exactly the verbal meſ- 
ſage to his Lord, which was warmly ſoli- 
cited by his Lordſhip, and to which words 
he told her he ſhould annex volumes of 
love's own eloquenee, ſhe ran back to 
the apartment of Mademoiſelle Scuderie, 
and having firſt carefully faſtened the door, 
forgetting all the charges her lover had 
given her to cheriſh his ſecret, ſhe repoſed 
it in the boſom of her confidant, whoſe agi- 
tation was very little inferior to her own. 
They continued reading the myſterious 
letter over and over ſo often, till every 
word it contained was impreſſed on their 


memories ſo forcibly, that nothing could 


they had to it daily, almoſt hourly, made 


blot it from thence, and the recourſe 


ſuch an omiſſion as torgetfulneſs, e 


een 


Already Miss 3 
tion the rank of a Ducheſs, and Mademoiſelle 
; | ; did 
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did not fail to enumerate any advantage that | 
muſt of courſe fall to her ſhare in this 
ſplendid alliance; truth forces us to own, | 
that if Ann's heart was at all touched by 
any other paſſion than ambition, the hurt 
was ſo light, that ſhe even did not feel it 


herſclt. 


Lord Greendale was the firſt man who 
had ſpoke to her with particular tender- 
neſs ; ſhe thought it delightful, and with- | 
out defiring to know more of the ſpeaker, | 
| the withed to hear him talk to her again 
in the ſame language ; this was really the | 
ſtate of her heart before ſhe received che 
Marquis's letter, from which time the | 
made herſelf believe, that ſhe was as much 
in love with' him as any heroine in ro- 
mance could be with her hero; or even as 
the young ladies, of whom Mademoiſelle f 
had frequently told her, who thought no 
difficulty too great for them to encounter, 
which oppoſed their paſſage to the pre- 


ſence 
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ſence of a lover, or that too many du- 
ties could be facrificed to make him happy, 
and themſclves miſerable. 


The only matter that could now diſ- 
treſs the mind of Miſs Pladlow, was the 
myſtery of her lover's ſituation ; and what 
could it be, was a queſtion ſo often aſked 


© of herſelf and Mademoiſelle; that like a 


feveriſh idea, waking or ſleeping, it never 
forſook her, notwithſtanding her intriguing 
confidant always aſſured her, that as ſoon 
as the Marquis was gone upon his travels, 
ſhe would ſet about finding it out, and had 
already invented the means, which ſhe 
faid muſt be ſucceſsful for finding out the 
truch of the matter; but as to the nature of 
the plan the had conſtructed, that was 2 
ſecret ſhe choſe to hold in her own keep- 


ing, nor could all Miſs Pladlow's impor- 


runities draw! it from her. 


N 8 
. * - S © 0 f 1 0 " . K * 
* * N 
” 
* * „ 0 


| DELBOROUGH' FAMILY 


1 „„ Hick, P. XXXI. 


Ab Selina Dangle had given fo juſt t : 
an account of her brother's ſtrange 
conduct, after his return to town from g 


Redberry, to her friend Lady Dorothy | 
Petting, who had again fo faithfully re- 
lated it to Colonel Fairfax, that they have 
left nothing for us to ſay on that ſubject, | L 
except to explain the Marquis's reaſons | L 
for chuſing to appear what he was not, to | : 
his own family and to the world ; a ſloven, k 
+ | a ſot, a voluptuary, and a gambler, rather 3 c 
1 than what he was, elegantly exact, tempe- 
| | rate, 
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rate, moderate in his purſuit of pleaſure, 


and a ſtrict 5 in the bool of 
honour. 


Before he had ſeen Miſs Pladlow he had 
F contrived, by his own diligence, in avoiding 
V temptation, to Keep his heart diſengaged, 
4 knowing his father had taken care to en- 
gage his perſon, and was reſolved to fulfil 
bis part of the contract, or rather family 
compact, at ſome future period, that is to 


A : lay, when he could find no. poſſible means 


q to protract it; but if he was inclined to 
put off the dreaded event to a limited 


diſtance, and only repined that it was not 


in his power to make it unlimited, prior 


to this accidental rencounter with the all- 


conquering Ann, to whom he had ſub- 
mitted with the impetuoſity of a firſt im- 
T preſſion ; being under the influence of ſo 
= head-ſtrong a paſſion ; what became of his 
© dutiful reſolves, to make good, at one 
X ume or other, the ly engagement, 
every 


if 
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every idea of the ſort was diſcarded, never cid 
to be refumed ; and how to get it effec- 1 oe 
tually diſſolved now occupied every Mh 


thought, that he could draw off from the 
contemplation of his abſent divinity. : tu 


Lord Greendale too well knew the Duke to 
of Angrave's inſatiate avarice, to build the 1 he 
kaſt hope of his relinquiſhing the proſpect er 
of poſſeſſing Miſs Palmerſton's fortune, 

which would have been equally pleaſing 
to his Grace had the Lady herſelf been 


quite out of the queſtion: Beſides the 
heavy forfeiture he muſt be ſubject to if 
his ſon married any other woman, was 
fuch a bar to the gratification of the 
Marquis's wifhes, as he ſaw but one way |} 
to furmount, which was to impoſe him- 
felf on her guardians for a diſſolute, 
abandoned profligate, who was totally un- 

worthy: of an alliance with their ward, and 
to tire out the patience of his afflanced 

| wife * his unremitting coldneis and de- 

| * 570 5 cided 
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r added neglect, till che whole party ſhould 


be agreed to looſen the galling chains by 
[ bich his freedom was faſtened down, and 


in conſideration of Miſs Palmerſton's fu- 


1 ture happineſs, he even expected ſne and 
1 her guardians would be the firft parties 


to propoſe an amicable doſſolution of the 


F hated contract, if he could but be happy 
enough to make himſelf an object of diſ- 
X guſt to the one, and of contempt to the 
other. The plan was laid before he quit- 
ted Redberry, and before he had written 


to Miſs Pladlow the letter, which has 
already appeared ; but though it was car- 
ried into execution with ſpirit, and fol- 


EX lowed up with intrepidity, though it was a 


ſtratagem ſo wonderfully well concerted 
between him and his faithful Jenkings, 
who he had preſſed into the ſervice, yet the 
ſucceſs of it did not anſwer his purpoſe. 
The falſe accounts of his conduct ingeni- 


2X ouſly contrived to circulate from every 


quarter of the town, drew on him the 
diſap- 
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diſapprobation of his family, the condem- | 
nation of many, and the cenſure of all, 
except only the guardians of Miſs Palmer- 
ſton, who ſilently paſſed over in the 
Marquis of Greendale, heir apparent to 
his Grace the Duke of Angrave, ſuch i 
imputed actions of folly and extravagance, j 
as, had they fallen on any other character, 
thoſe grave and wiſe gentlemen would 1 
undoubtedly have been the very firſt to 
arraign and reprobate ; but contrarywiſe, | 
they were not only themſelves indulgent to 
his Lordſhip's imaginary improprieties, | 
they alſo diſpoſed their manageable ward | 
to diſbelieve them intirely, nay even to 
diſcredit the evidence of her own ſenſes, 
which had told her a thouſand times ſhe 8 
was an object of diſguſt to her intended | 
huſband, and their language might have 
been underſtood, but for the crafty and 
flattering inſinuations of thoſe very gentle- 
men who might have been the friends of 
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her fortune, but were moſt certainly the 
enemies to her peace. 260 eee ee 


- Difappointed, yet not in deſpair, at the 
vaſt ſums of reputation he had ſquandered 
in the purſuit of freedom, without having 
made the ſmalleſt progreſs towards its at- 
tainment, he departed from England, 
firmly fixed to proceed in his plans of 
deception, not only whilſt he continued 
abroad, but to the end of his 4ife, if he 
ſhould not in leſs time have the good ford 
tune to make himſelf hated” by Mis Pala 
merſton, and her incorrigible guatdianst 
He had no pity to beſtow on thoſe *wh& 
had plunged him into miſery, if they 
mould ſuffer by the only means he could 
aſe to extrieate himſelf from ĩt; but wien 
he thought of the grief his maſqued con- 
duct would occaſion Dr. Pladlow, he felt 
it as an aggravation of his own diſtreſſes, 
it was neceſſary he ſhould: be deceived 
with all the reſt of the world; but: the 
«VOL, III. C wounds 
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wounds he knew it would give his trans 


quillity was a dagger in his own ſoul, 


When, at the urgent ſolicitations of the 
Duke of Angrave, Dr. Pladlow conſented 
to travel with his beloved pupil, he found 
no difficulty in perſuading Ann of the ne- 
ceſſity there was that they ſhould again be 


ſeparated. - She was returned to her father, 


and preſided as niſtreſs of his, houſe, at 
the time a letter from his Grace arrived at 


Redberry, conveying the moſt brilliant 
propoſals, which might have had no weight 


with the Doctor, whoſe wealth was already 
more than equal to his moderate wiſnies; 
but what he would have refuſed to ſelfiſh 
conſiderations, he granted to gratitude, and 
the warm intreaties of his benefactor. 


- Miſs Pladlow could with difficulty con- 

ceal the joy her father's determination 
had given her, becauſe! ſhe looked upon 
the requeſt, though made by the Duke, 
| to 
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to originate in the Marquis, as Was really 
the caſe, and regarded it as a tacit proof 
of the ſteadineſs of his Lordſhip'sattach- 
ment to herſelf, Her lips, indeed, ex- 
preſſed ſorrow, but her heart revelled in 
all che delights of expected gratifications. 
She intreated her father's permiſſton to 
remain at his houſe during the time he 
was abſent, as; after having lived ſeveral 
months at home with him, ſhe” ſhould feel 
very great reluctance to her former reſi- 
dence ; for though Mrs. Parkington was 
one of the beſt women in the world, the 
{chool, ſhe muſt confeſs; had no charms 
for her, having acquired from her dear 
father ſuch a taſte for the enchanting luxu- 
ties of quiet retirement, as ſhe could not 
but hope ſhe ' ſhould never be obliged 00 
2 as long as ſhe Bed. ay 


"Chat with the rational a see 
his darling daughter, the tranſported; alas! 
e are ſorry to ſaꝝ / deceived parent, tenderly 

C2 embraced 
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embraced her. His eyes gliſtened ' with 
tears of ſatisfaction, and he aflured her he 
ſhould readily grant her requeſt, and ſettle 
on her a handſome eſtabliſnment, if they 


could think of any good kind of matronly 


woman who would accept the office of 
her companion ; for he did not hold it 
proper that ſo young a woman ſhould be 
left intirely to her own management, and 
he would make it-worth the while of any 
ſuch; perſen to live intirely with her at 
Redberry during his abſence. He ſtopped: 
here, and being arrived at the very point 
to which ſhe. had wiſhed, to conduct him, 
with glowing cheeks and ſparkling eyes, 
ſhe ventured to aſk' him what he ſhould. 
think of Mademoyſelle Scuderie, to whoſe 
care of her ſhe was already ſo much in- 
debted, ſuppoſing they could prevail on 
her to refide at Redberry, and Mrs. Par- 
kington, ſhe dare ſay, would conſent to 
ede her * for 0 e a purpoſe. eld 

Say, 


— 
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Say, child, replied the Doctor, quite as 
much delighted as Ann appeared to be, 
though, perhaps, not ſo much as ſhe really 
was, I ſay that J like your propoſition ſo 
well, that I will immediately wait on both 
the Ladies, and it ſhall not be my fault if 
I do not bring you back Mademoiſelle Scu- 
derie for your companion. It is impoſſible 
that I ſhould not approve the original of 


thoſe good qualities, which I every day ſee 
fo brightly reflected in my own dear Ann. 


Miſs Pladlow hits her arms round the 
neck of this tender approving parent, and 
hid her face on his boſom ; it was an in- 
voluntarily action to conceal the guilty 
bluſh with which it was overſpread, and 
not what he believed it to be, the artleſs 
emotion of filial fondneſs. 


| There could be no fear ofarefuſal on the part 
of Made moiſelle, and tho Mrs. Parkingtonʒ 
whoſe eyes had never been opened to her 
real character, was ſorry, and found it in- 
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convenient to part with ſo principal an 
aſſiſtant, yet did ſhe reſign to her good 
friend, Dr. Pladlow, the-precious hypocrite, 
who carried her away with him, very much 
advanced in his eſtimation, by.the number 
of tears that followed the adieus ſhe re- 
ceived from the miſtreſs herſelf, and all her 
icholars, on quitting their ſocie y. 


We deſire our readers will not look on 
the little ſketch of incidents, that we have 
introduced, as a regular hiſtory of Lord 
Greendale ; it is only meant to convey an 
explanation of the events that had appear- 
ed myſterious in his life before the com- 
mencement of our memoirs, and neceſſary 
to their further continuation, as well as to 
Mew the cauſes from whence they had 
ariſen, which being our only yiew, we avoid 
entering into the minutiz of circumſtances, 
and confine ourſelves to ſuch only as are 
abſolutely neceſſary to their information, 

and our own deſign. 
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From the time Dr. Pladlow left Eng- 
land with his pupil, Ann's little heart beat 
higher and higher with the pulſe of impa- 
tience to come at the grand ſecret, and 
Mademoiſelle, who had promiſed ſo large- 
ly, was every day importuned to ſet about 
making the diſcovery of what it could be; 
but having neftled herſelf into a very com- 
fortable ſituation, having a carriage at her 
command (for the Doctor had ſent down 
a ſecond-hand charriot for the uſe of his 
daughter) and, being Lady Parameunt of 
the manſion, ' ſhe was in no haſte to quit 
all theſe good things, even for a few weeks, 
to go in queſt of adventures: However, 
from time to time ſhe promiſed and re- 
promiſed, broke and re- broke her word, 
till the ſweetneſs of Miſs Pladlow's tem- 
per began to turn acid, and her endeavors 
to pleaſe, coax, and entertain her compa- 
nion, were ſo viſibly abated, in confequence. 
of Mademoilelle's everlaſting excuſes, that, 
tearing ſhe ſhould loſe her whole intereſt, 

C4 where 
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where it was ſo materially for her advan- 
tage to preſerve it, ſhe, at the end of ten 
months, ſat out for London, leaving her 
beautiful charge, as had been agreed be- 
tween them, making a viſit, ſelf-invited, 
to Mrs. Parkington, to whom ſhe had 
Genified a requeſt that ſhe might be per- 
mitted to remain with her till Mademoi- 
ſelle's return, who pretended to have had 
2 legacy from ſome friend in France, which 
was to be ſettled in London, and made her 
abſence from Redberry indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceflary, though ſhe hoped to accommodate 
her buſineſs in a fortnight at fartheſt. 
Mrs. Parkington was happy to receive ſo 
diſtinguiſhed a proof of Miſs Pladlow's 
kindneſs. She gave her the moſt affec- 
tionate welcome, and warmly congratulated 
Mademoiſelle on her unexpected good for- 
tune, obſerving that ſne had never heard 
her mention any friend to whom ſhe looked 
forward in the way of benefit from ſurvivor- 
W | 
1 The 
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The confuſion which his Grace of An- 
grave, and the younger branches of his 
family, had been thrown into on account of 
the wonderful alteration in the appearance, 
manner and conduct, of Lord Greendale, after 
his return to town from Redberry, had not 
yet ſubſided, nor had the tongue of ſlander 
= wearied itſelf in propagating the ſuppoſi- 
tous enormities, of which report had ac- 
cuſed him, and for this ſimple reaſon, that, 
by his Lordſhip's ſpirited contrrvances, he 
found fuel as well abroad as at home, to 
feed the fires of his own kindling, ſo that 
ſcarce a letter from any perſon of conſe- 
quence was written from Italy to England, 
but it came freighted with ſome report of 
other, not at all ta. the advantage of his 
character, though very much to the fors 
warding his own deep-laid plans of operas 
tion. The careful Duke could find no 
conſolation but in reflecting that, amongſt 
all his ſon's extravagance, he had never 
been ſo mad as to even hint that he would 

C 5 renounce 
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renounce his pretenſions to Miſs Palmer- 
ſton, and in the poſſeſſion of her fortune 
he diſcovered the very elixir of life, and a 
healing balſam for all his other grievances. 
Indeed, to have ſeen his prudent Grace 
in converſation with the heireſs, or her 
guardians, the keeneſt penetration could 
not have found out that he was in any 
manner aggrieved; on the contrary, if 
we might credit his own looks, and his 
own words, on thoſe occaſions, he was the 
moſt happy of fathers, and his dear Green- 
dale the moſt exemplary of ſons. 


After all the pains taken by the Marquis 
to eſtabliſh a very different fame, and to the 
attainment of which he had ſacrificed the 
ſhadow of many noble qualities, preſerving 
only their ſubſtance, as the companions of 
his boſom, could fortune in her moft 
whimſical humour, have played him a 
more malicious trick than that of carrying 
a good report into a family where an evil 


one would have done ſo much better. His 
3 Grace, 
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3s 
. 3 Grace, on this ſubject, and in this ſociery, 
4 was rather more than animated. He was 

43 very often quite tranſported, particularly 
after the receipt of a vexatious letter from 
Dr. Pladlow, or ſome fooliſh; mad, or 
vicious action that had been promulgated 
do the world through che channel of re- 
port; then it was that his intended daugh- 
ter, Sir Arthur White, and Mr. Anthony 
Pearce, was ſure to receive the honour of 
| 3 a viſit from his Grace; and then it was 

chat his Grace would moſt exert himſelf, 
Y and with almoſt ſupernatural eloquence, 
Y elaborately deſcribe his ſon as poſſeſſing 
XX thoſe very perfections, which the hour 
before he had bewailed the loſs of in his 
private cabinet, with curſes and impreca- 
tions: Thus were both Duke and Mar- 
X quis involved in ſcenes of deception ; the 
former with much more ſucceſs than the 
latter, as was explained in the ſmiles of 
Miſs Palmerſton, as well as in the low 
hows of Sir Arthur White, and his col- 
C6. league, 
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league, Mr. Anthony Pearce, who both as 
fervently wiſhed to be deceived, as the | 
Duke wiſhed to deceive them. Ah! 
poor Marquis, rather than be the ſubject 
of praiſe to thoſe gentlemen, it would have 
been far more grateful to thy modeſt pre- 
tenſions, had they choſe to have debated 
amongſt themſelves which of the two was 
blackeſt, your Lordſhip or Lucifer. 
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C. HAT. 
ADAME Villeroy was retained in 
the Duke of Angrave's family, 
after the marriage of Lady Margaret De- 
vero, to finiſh the education of Lady Selina, 
or rather, as her domeſtic companion, 
which was not a very troubleſome em- 
ployment, as, after ſhe had turned the 
corner of ſixteen, ſhe | ſpent leſs time in 
her father's houſe than at any other houſe 
within the _— circle - her 2 C2 


"Lady Selina coming home: very Fug or 


more properly ſpeaking very early from a 
NE ball, 
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ball, parting at her own door from Lady 
Margaret, who had that night been her 

chaperon, ſhe was ſurpriſed to find Madame 
Villeroy waiting in her apartment. Hea- 
vens ! cried ſhe, running up to the glaſs, 
in which ſhe ſurveyed herſelf with more 
pleaſure than, perhaps, ſhe had inſpired in 
any other boſom in the whole courſe of 
her diſſipated hours, What is it I ſee ? Is 
it poſſible it can be you, Madame Villeroy? 
I: thought you had been in bed theſe ten 
bours; but pray order me ſome wine and 
water; and make haſte, for I have been 
dancing with four of the ſweeteſt partners, 
and ſhall 1 * ere e 
. ee Nr e raids 


Madame Villeroy reproved her Lady- 
ſhip, with a ſmite; for what ſhe was pleaſed 
to call her amiable impetuoſity, and having 
humed away the attendant, who waited in 
the next room to get the wine and water 
v 6 the hoped her 

— | 
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Laiyſhip, having ſo many fine partners, 
had been very well entertained at the 
ball. ; | 


Oh! delightfully ; you cannot think 
how I have been admired. I danced two 
dances with the Prince of Wales, and after 
that with the Lord knows who! Well, to 
be fure, you told me how handſome 1 
looked before I went out, and I ſhall now 
believe you when ever you tell me fo 
again : But what has been doing at home ? 
Is there any letters or meſſages for me ? 
1s my father come back from Sir Arthur's, 
or does he ſtay there to | fleep wich Miſt 
Palmerſton ? Tell me all about it, for 1 
am burſting with impatience. Lord ! do 
you know that I really believe that brother 
of mine will get himſelf hung at laſt; they 
fay he is in more ſcrapes than ever, 
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God forbid ! J hope your Ladyſhip has 
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been miſinformed : I ſhould be very _ 


to believe every thing I hear. 


And yet what every body ſays muſt be 
true; in ſhort, there is nothing elle talked 


| But what 4o ples 1 4 he has Gone: ROW; 
my Lady: i et 


he to unt cannot enen cell; 1; ber Bu 
as s Lady Auguſta Drawl and Lady Charlotte 
Ogle had been explaining the whole mat- 
ter to me as faſt they could utter, ſo many 
fine men came about me, that 1 forgot 
every thing they had been ſaying, except 
that George was very near being killed 1 in 
a duel. 


Na l ia ni 2 d yl 
"7 mon Dieu! O mon Dieu! And did 
his Lordſhip fight? | 


Why, 
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Why, no; I think they faid he did not 
fight, but that he had intended it, which 
is, in fact, exactly the ſame thing: But 
what have you heard? for it is now your 
turn to ſpeak : I have told you all my 


news. 


And J have news for your Ladyſhip; 
but firſt drink your wine and water; then 
turning to her Ladyſhip's woman, ſhe bid 
her go to bed, for that ſhe meant to ſtay, 
and undreſs Lady Selina, who was then 
ſitting at her toilet, and had opened her 
eyes half an inch wider, and fixed them on 
Madame Villeroy's face, that ſhe might not 
loſe a word of her intelligence; and as 
ſoon as they were alone ſhe begged to 
know what it was, declaring ſhe hated to 
be kept in ſuſpence, and was ſure it was. 
good news, or ſhe would not look ſo plea- 
ſant, or have fat up fo late to tell it ger. 


Your 
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Tour Ladyſhip is in the right, replied 


Madame Villeroy, for it is always good to 
diſcover the contrivances of cunning peo- 
ple, who make miſchief in great families, 


and turn them upſide down. For my part 


I never liked that ſanctified old hypocrite, 
Dr. Pladlow, in all my life. I thought 


what all his boaſted honour and honeſty 
would- come to. 


Here the violence of her diſpleaſure 
againſt the doctor was, by the recollection 
of former pains taken in vain, raiſed to ſo 
great a magnitude, that ſhe was actually 


forced to pauſe, merely from. want of 


breath to proceed, whilſt Lady Selina ex- 
claimed, Lord ! is it only about that old 
figure you mean to tell me? Why, the 
leaſt thing that I expected to have heard was, 
that the charming Duke of B had been 
to demand me of my father; but you are 
for ever raiſing one's expectations, and for 
e N them, and then, very 

peeviſhly 
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peeviſhly added, Pray, Madame Villeroy, 
let the frightful Doctor's odious name be 
henceforth baniſhed from our toilet con- 
verſations. A De 


But ſuppoſe, my Lady, he ſhould be at 
the bottom of all my Lord Marquis's in- 
trigues ? | 


Ah! dear, good Villeroy, if you have 
any ſtories of that ſort they muſt be en- 
tertaining, and, with all my heart; I give 
you leave to tell them. How can he in- 
trigue for my brother? No, no, it muſt 
be for himſelf, and the very idea is ſo 
ridiculous, that it will kill me with laugh- 
ing, ſo make haſte, and tell me how it 
was, and all about it. | 


If your * Ladyſhip will but have patience, 
and not interrupt me, I ſhall tell you fuch 
à tale as ton not bonne theſe ſeven 
years 3 
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years ; but you muſt be quite. filent, « or I 
thall n= half of it. 


i, cried the little lively Lady, laying 
her fingers on her lips, and humourouſly 
reſting her two elbows on the table, Well, 
will you begin now? ſaid ſhe ; I am quite 
ready for his intriguing reverence. - 


J wiſh it was hg worſe, my Lady; 
gallantry and intriguing, as the world goes, 
is ſo faſhionable an offence, that it would 
not have been worth my while to have 
meddled with it; but when a man is taken 
into ſuch a family as my Lord Duke's, and 
is appointed governor to his eldeſt ſon, the 
immediate heir of his Grace's magnificent 
houſe ; and when ſuch a man has a young 
flirt of a daughter, who he has never men- 
tioned in the family that ſupport him, not 
even to the governeſs of his Lord's ſiſters, 
whoſe conſequence is at leaſt equal to his 
own ; but ſmuggles his fine Madam, and 

brings 
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brings her up in a band-box till he finds 
an opportunity to let her loſe upon his 
Pe in pt to ne ber a Ducheſs. 
[ in C3 1 

Tri is not in nature to be ſilent * wa 
| cried Lady Selina, interrupting her, what, 
' WH in the name of a nen | N a 
about? Bas Dy 

Mig Dieu ! will nothing make your 
Ladyſhip ſerious ? 


Yes, replied ſhe, yawning ; your ſtory 
of Dukes, Marquiſes, Governors, Gover- 
neſſes, and Ducheſſes, have made me fo 
ſtupid, that I muſt go to bed and ſleep it 
off. Lord! if it is not half after ſeven. 
Dear Madame Villeroy take off my things 
as faſt as you can, and we will talk about 
at as early as you pleaſe to-morrow 
morning, ſo I defire you will awake me 
at four o'clock, dead or alive ; faying 
which ſhe began tearing the ornaments 

out 
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out of her hair with her accuſtomed velo- 
city, and Madame perceiving her eyes were 
gone a day's march into her head, ſaw it 
was in vain to contend the point, did as 
ſhe was bid, a thing not unuſual to this 
commodious gentlewoman, and retired to 
her own room, carrying in her diſappoint- 
ed heart hatred, malice, and all ſorts of 
uncharitableneſs, for Dr. Pladlow and his 


daughter Ann. 
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ADñDAME Villeroy had that very 
evening received the honor of a viſit 
from Mademoiſelle. Scuderie, who when 
ſhe told Miſs. Pladlow ſhe would find out 
what it could be, or in other words the 
ſecrets of Lord Greendale, had no other 
engine in view by which. it was. .poſſible-ta 
work out her grand deſign, but Madame 
Villeroy, her country woman, with whom 
ſhe had formerly been in the habits of inti- 
macy: and to whoſe recpramendationſheſtogd 
indebted for her ſtation wich Mes. Park- 
ington, of courſe for the ſtill more eligible 

One 
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one of which that had been productive; 
as ſoon therefore as ſhe arrived in town, 
and had taken a genteel lodging, ſhe ſent 
her footman, for ſhe Was attended very 
lady-like by a male and female ſervant, 
with a card to her old friend, ſignifying 
her intentions of waiting on Madame 
Villeroy that evening, if ſhe n to 
be diſcngaged. 


The poverty in ie Madame recollect- 
ed to have ſeen Mademoiſelle ſome years 
before, was ſo ſtrong. at the moment ſhe 
teceived the meſſage, as to make her al- 
moſt forget the lady herſelf, but enquiring 
of the Porter who it was that had brought 
the "card, and being told a footman in a 
very handſorne livery, who Rid he belonged 
to "Mademoiſelle Scuderie, ſhe returned 
another equally polite and ſincere, expreſſ- 
ing her happineſs 1 ens at home and 
alone, "Bo how Fei e ' the was 
9101319 III 9 7% S11U92 10 4 to 
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to ſee her old friend, for whom ſhe had 
cheriſhed the moſt particular eſteem, and 
the conſequence of this interchange of 
meſſages was, that the two ladies met at 
nine o'clock, and fat diſcourſing together 
till within half an hour of Lady Selina's 
return from the ball, 


It might have been a controvertable 
argument to have held out for ages and 
generations, which of theſe two french 
ladies was the compleateſt miſtreſs of 
arts, if the contrivances of this one even- 
ing had not clearly decided in favor of 
Madame, who dexterouſſy lightened Ma- 
demoiſelle of her ſecret, without giving one 
of her own to ſtrike the balance, by which 
means her volatile country woman was 
forced to kick the beam, though in juſtice 
to her long eſtabliſned fame, we are obliged 
to confeſs this was the very firſt conteſt 
of the kind in which ſne had been worſted. 


VOL, III. D Made. 


50 DELBOROUGH FAMILY, 


Mademoiſelle had no idea that any per- 
ſon in the Duke's family, particularly 
Madame Villeroy, could be unacquainted 
with the circumſtance of Doctor Pladlow's 
having a daughter; and when in the be- 
ginning of their converſation, ſhe caſually 
mentioned her comfortable ſituation with 
that young Lady, and was prodigal in 
praiſe of her beauty, Madame Villeroy, 
though burſting with rage, ſpleen and aſto- 
niſnment, managed her words, her voice 
and her looks, with ſo much addreſs, that 
it was impoſſible Ann's confidant ſhould 
find out her error, or diſcover that ſhe 
had blundered moſt egregiouſly. When 
Mademoiſelle fifh'd for the family ſecret, 
the bait ſhe uſed was very alluring, being 
certain parts of her own depoſit, and 
Madame Villeroy, who ſaw the hook nib- 
bled away, till ſhe had ſwallowed all the 
good things about it, and then, not ſatis- 
fied, by a thouſand careſſes, by profeſſions 
of friendſhip, by promiſes of everlaſting 

ſecreſy, 
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ſecreſy, bound by the moſt ſolemn aſſe- 
verations, and calling on all the ſaints in 
the Romiſh calender to witneſs, that her 
lips ſhould never open upon the- ſubject ; 
in ſhort, by one means and another, rub- 
ing with the grain and againſt the grain, 
ſhe had got at the very marrow of the bu- 
ſineſs, and before they parted, Madame 
Villeroy had heard the Marquis of Green- 
dale's letter to Miſs Pladlow, word for 
word, repeated four times over by Made- 
moiſelle Scuderie, who we muſt here re- 
mark, preferred good old Maderia wine 
to any that her own country produced; 
and when they parted, after mutually be- 
ſtowing on each other a kiſs on either 
cheek, ſhe declared as plainly as ſhe could 
ſpeak, that ſhe only wiſhed to be a very - 
great perion, for the ſake of having ſuch 
wine always at her table. 


Though in her conſcience Madame 
Villeroy was convinced, by the Marquis's 
D 2 letter, 
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letter, not only of the Doctor's innocence 
of his pupil's attachment to his daughter, 
but alſo that he was ignorant of their ever 
having ſeen or heard of each other, yet it 
was her pleaſure to repreſent him as guilty 
of the whole affair, to Lady Selina, who 
having heard her to an end, as ſhe fat by 
her bed-ſide, the next day was more eager 
to have an exact deſcription given her of 
Miſs Pladlow's perſon, the beauties of 
which had been brought forward, as a 
proof of the Doctor's duplicity, than to 
expreſs ſurpriſe or anger; and being gra- 
tified on that point, ſhe ſtarted up in the 
bed, and catching hold of Madame Ville- 
roy's hand, you muſt promiſe me, ſaid ſhe, 
two things, and I will give you five hund- 
red pounds on the day I am married, and 
T have no notion of leading apes in Hell 
I'll affure you. We allow the word her 
Ladyſhip choſe to uſe on this occaſion, 
does not come gracefully from the lips of 


a female, and is particularly diſcordent, 
when 
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when uttered by females of faſhion, but as 
we never ſhew a fault that will admit of an 
excuſe, without attempting to excuſe it, 
we muſt ſay in defence of Lady Selina, 
that in the hurry and buſtle of her educa- 
tion, ſome trivial things were forgot, ſo 
that her knowledge being entirely confined 
to this charming world, ſhe really did not 
underſtand there was more meaning 1n that 


particular word, than in any other mono- 
ſyllable. 


Notwithſtanding the ſeverity of our re- 
mark, Madame Villeroy ſaw nothing repre- 
henſible, either in the promiſe itſelf, or the 
obſervation that followed it ; on the con- 
trary, being charmed with the tout enſemble, 
ſhe laughed very heartily at the bandinage,. 
and aſſured her Ladyſhip, with that ſort of 
faith which ſelf-intereſt has made ſo ſtrong 
and binding, that it will wear and tear with. 
any modern faith whatever, that ſhe only 
waited to receive her Ladyſhip's com- 

D 3 mands,, 


54 BELBOROUGCGH FAMILY, 


mands, and would moſt punctually obey 
them. 


Jou certainly are the beſt creature that 
ever was, ſaid Lady Selina, and you muſt 
promiſe me not to ſpeak a word about 
George, and this flirting Miſs, to any body 
living; you and I will keep the ſecret 
ſmug to ourſelves, for if my father ſhould 
get hold of it, he will roar like a lion, and 
frighten every ſoul from the houſe ; be- 
ſides, he would be fo diſagreeably ſuſpicious, 
it is ten to one but he might want to keep 
me at home, to prevent further miſchief 
to his family, a fine buſineſs that would be; 
I don't know but it would provoke me to 
elope, and fly to Gretna-Green, for the 
benefit of liberty and freſh air: then as to 
Lady Margaret, I would not have her 
know it for ten thouſand worlds, for ſhe is 
ſo ſpitiſh, ſo ſpleeniſh, and ſo croſs, and 
ſince her plebian marriage, thinks me fo 


much better off than herſelf, that ſhe hates 
me 
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me worſe than any thing in nature, except 
her huſband, and knowing how much it 
would vex me, ſhe would never let the 
Duke alone, till ſhe had brought him to 
curtail me of my innocent pleaſures, which 
I am reſolved never to part with, *till J am 
as old as the Hills, and as ugly as a witcli. 


Ah, my ſweet child, replied Madame 
Villeroy, pity you ſhould ever be the firſt, 
but impoſſible you can be the laſt; no, no, 
your Ladyſhip is more likely to reſemble 
my country woman, for whom the men 
were all mad, after ſne. was ninety years of 
age; and I pray to all the ſaints you may 
live as long, and charm as long as ſhe 
did. 


Be it ſo, my dear obliging Madame 
Villeroy, but in the mean time, what ſhall 
we do with George's affair, his marriage 
with that trumpery girl muſt be prevent- 

D 4 ed 
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ed, but then I would have it done as quietly 
as poſſible. Suppoſe we were to provide 
her with a huſband from the canaille ; no, 
that wont do, as the wretch we employ 
may betray us. I have read of one woman 
ſtealing away another, and hiding her in 
an old tatter'd down caſtle ; but then, 
where 1s ſuch a caſtle to be found; or ſup- 
pole we write her a letter, and ſign it her 
friend, Anonymous, juſt to frighten her 
with the Duke's reſentment, and to inform 
her that George is already married, 


Madame Villeroy declared ſhe had no 
objection whatever to anonymous letters, 
on the contrary, they might be made very 
uſeful on particular occaſions, and ſhe had 
herſelf condeſcended more than once, to 
the office of writing them. 


_ Have you indeed! cry'd Lady Selina? 
my ſtars ! what a charming creature ; but 
my 
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my dear Madame Villeroy, have you writ- 
ten any of them very lately ? Te 


Not ſince your ſiſter has been married. 


Lord! how agreeably you ſurpriſe me k 
you can't think how you oblige me, and. 
how much better I love you for telling me 
every thing; ſo you uſed to write anony+ 
mous letters for Margaret ? 


I did not ſay ſo, my Lady. 


That's true, but you faid enough to 
make me diſtracted; I ſhall die if you do 
not tell me what they were about, for I 
know it could be for nobody elſe; ha! 
Madame Villeroy, pray, pray think me 
worthy of your confidence? come, you 
muſt tell me, indeed, indeed you muſt. 


There is no reſiſting your amiable im- 
portunities; but Lady Margaret would 
D 5 | ruin 
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ruin me, if ſhe knew I had mentioned the 
little bagatelle to you. 


How can ſhe know it? for I ſwear to 
you I will never tell her,'was it to men or 
women you wrote ? 


Sometimes one, ſometimes the other, 
for I ſee your Ladyſhip will let me keep 
nothing to myſelf ; when any of her friends 
were going to be marred, and ſhe thought 
the huſband was either too good or too 
bad for her friend, ſhe and I together, for 
the joke ſake, would cook up a letter, to 
aſſure the lady, it was a match of conve- 
niency on the gentleman's part, and that 
the writer had himſelf heard Lord ſuch a 
one, or Mr. ſuch a one (according to the 
diſtinction of the perſon concerned) turn 
into ridicule the ceremony of marriage, 
and not only that, but even her Ladyſhip, 
or Miſs ſuch a one, to whom he had the 


honor 
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honor of communicating this friendly in- 
telligence, had been ridiculed by the ſame 
party on more occaſions than one. 


Delightful ! exclaimed her tranſported 
I adyſhip, dear Madame Villeroy, you muſt 
write ſome of thoſe inchanting letters for 
me, as well as for my ſiſter; and now I 
am quite ſure ſomething of this kind, 
though not exactly the ſame words, will do 
to unſettle the Marquis. Oh! I have got 
the charmingeſt thought juſt danced into 
this little noddle of mine ; however, I 
wont ſay a word about it, till you have told 
me what other dear anonymous letters you 
have written to pleaſe Margaret. 

Your Ladyſhip gives to my motive a 
mighty judicial explanation, for I never 
encouraged her in this ſort of amuſement, 
Except as a reward for her application to 
ſtudy, and then I had pleaſure in pleaſing 


her. 
D 6 Well, 
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Well, that is all very good, but will you 
let me expire with impatience for more of 
the letters. 


Why, let me ſee, when Lord Benbridge 
was talked of for Miſs Worthington, we 
had ſome diverſion in letting the lover 
know, by the penny-poſt, that his intend- 
ed wife might give him her hand, but that 
her heart belonged to another; it was all 
a matter of our own invention, merely to 
paſs a cheerful hour in laughing at the 
thoughts of how his Lordſhip would re- 
ceive our intelligence, but we never found 
that out, as the match broke off a few days 
after, but it is now time, ſaid this com- 
plaiſant governeſs, this rewarder of ſtudy, 
for your Ladyſhip to get up ; in ten minutes 
the mantua-maker will be here with your 
cloaths for the birth-day, and if you are 
not ready to try them on, there is no hopes 
that ſhe will wait, 


My 
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My ſtars, cry'd Lady Selina, ſetting up 
in the bed, pray ring for my woman, I 
would not be diſappointed of my beautiful - 
trimming for the univerſe, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, . 


OOR Mademoiſelle Scuderie re- 
turned to Redberry, after ſtaying in 
town twelve days, the victim of diſap- 
pointment, and the prey of ennui. She 
had left her ſecret behind her, and had 
brought back nothing in exchange, but 
liberal promiſes of future communication, 
if ever Madame Villeroy ſhould find out 
any thing to the purpoſe, and more aſſu- 
rances of ſecreſy and fidelity than would 
have ſerved a villain at his firſt introduc- 
tion to a ſociety of conſpirators, Made- 
mioiſelle 
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moiſelle was neither flattered by, or ſatis- 
fied with them, being too deeply verſed in 
the ſort of art, by which ſhe had herſelf 
been deceived, to give them much credit: 
but the deed was done, therefore all that 
ſhe could do to help herſelf, was to keep 
her young charge in profound ignorance 
of the miſchief ſhe had made in her wrong 
headed journey to London, who forced to 
be content with her friends ill ſucceſs, con- 
ſoled her diſappointed expectations by the 
enjoyment of preſent pleaſures, and dreams 
of future grandeur ; the former was nearly 
confined to the paying and receiving viſits 
in her little neighbourhood, whilſt to the 
latter, her buſy imagination ſat no bounds ; 
ſhe had alſo ſhewn herſelf twice at a race 
ball, during the firſt eighteen months of 
Lord Greendale's tour to the continent, 
and had raiſed no ſmall flame in the hearts 
of almoſt as many men as dared to exa- 
mine the beauties of a face, which could 
not be gazed at with impunity, Several 

- had 
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had applied for her favor, and for permiſ- 
ſion to addreſs her father on the ſubject, 
but all were rejected; nor did the loſs of 
their adoration in the leaſt manner affect 
her with any thing like regret, except on 
one occaſion. 


Amongſt her other admirers, was the 
Honorable Mr. Aſhford, the eldeſt fon of 
Lord Danzey, whoſe perſon was remark- 
ably handſome, his heart good, his man- 
ners pleaſing, and he poſſeſſed a very con- 
fiderable fortune, independent of his father ;. 
his attachment to Ann, like that of Lord 
Greendale, had commenced at firſt ſight, 
in the ardency of his paſſion, and his ſtea- 
dineſs to perſevere in the honorable grati- 
fication of it ; he alſo very much reſem- 
bled the Marquis, fo that when ſhe aſſured 
him, there was no hope of his ſucceeding, 
ſhe ſaw him at her feet ſo truly wretched, 
and ſo intereſtingly pathetic, that ſhe join- 
ed her tears with his, and for a moment 
pauſed between her promiſe to the Mar- 

quis, 
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quis, and the more tender inclinations ſhe 
felt for his rival; an appearance ſo much 
in favor of the latter, aggravated her diſ- 
treſs by increaſing his importunities, and 
the only expedient ſhe could think of to 
end his hopes and her own embarraſs was 
_ candidly to tell him ſhe had, without her 
father's knowledge, formed an engage- 
ment, which though ſhe meant not to 
fulfil unauthoriſed by him, ſhe would never 
retract from; he intreated ſhe would not 
with-hold the name and fituation of him, 
that ſo cruelly impeded his felicity, but 
this ſhe refuſed to do ſo poſitively, that he 
was forced to take what ſhe inſiſted ſhould 
be his eternal adieu, with no other gratifi- 
cation than reading in her tearful eye that 
he was not at leaſt an object of her hatred: 


Mr. Aſhford's appearance in the neigh- 
bourhood of Redberry, had been merely 
accidental; his chief reſidence was in town; 
and he had not only the honor of being on 

Lady 
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Lady Selina's lift of acquaintance, but alſo 
on that of her favorite's ; the firſt time ſhe 
had ever met with him, was: at the ball, 
from which her Ladyſhip returned juſt as 
Madame Villeroy and Mademoiſelle Scu- 
derie had ſeparated after a trial of ſkill, 
in which, as we have already related, the 


latter was defeated; now although this 


famous conteſt happened eight months 
before that period to which we have now 
brought down our hiſtory, and notwith- 
ſtanding Lady Selina Dangle was then ſo 
warm upon finding out ways and means 
to unſetile the Marquis, yet ſhe had found 
ſo much to do in conducting her own plans 
of conqueſt, that whenever Madame Vil- 
leroy ſpoke to her of the neceſſity there 
was to finiſh her brother's buſineſs, and 
what ſhe hoped would be equally fatal to 
the unoffending father, as to the aſpiring 
daughter, her Ladyſhip always aſſured her 
there was no occaſion to be in a hurry, 
for that George was not ſuch a fool to 


märry, 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 67 


marry, except to ſerve his family, and that 
he might do at any time by taking the 
ſtupid animal they had provided for him; 
ſne did not for her part believe he would 
come home theſe ſeven years, as all the 
Italian ladies were wild to attract his notice, 
and as to the parſon's vulgar daughter 
going over to him, that was quite out of 
the queſtion ; another argument ſhe would 
ſometimes add, and declare that as he was 
to marry for the benefit of his family, ſhe 
thought he had a right afterwards to pleaſe 
himſelf, and if he had fat his heart on a 
bit of the church, it would be monſtrous 
cruel to frighen the poor little tame dam- 
ſel from being ready to receive the honor 
of his viſits, when they could do no harm 
to himſelf, his anceſtors, or his deſcend- 
ants. 


Such liberal opinions we do not hold 
up to our fair readers for their example, 
we think it is ſafer to avoid them, however 

wide, 
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wide, by ſo doing, they may ſteer from 
the coaſt of faſhion, 

| The firſt time Lady Selina ſaw Mr, 
Aſhford after he had made a ſurrender of 
his heart to the all-captivating Ann, her 
Ladyſhip perceived a great alteration in 
his face, and a ſtill greater in his ſpirits, 
the one was pale and much thinner than 
uſual, the other conſiderably below par ; 
ſhe firſt jeſted, then condoled him, was 
ſure he was either mad, ſick or in love, 
begged his pardon the next moment, was 
convinced he muſt be very ſeriouſly ill, 
and wiſhed him to conſult his phyſician ; 
ſhe wanted to know where he had been, 
who he had ſeen, and what could have 
happened to cauſe ſuch a deplorable al- 
teration in his looks and humour, in the 
ſhort three weeks he had been abſent from 
the circles ſhe frequented ; many leading 
queſtions were ſent out to gain intelligence, 


but being always unſucceſsful on their 
errand, 
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errand, ſhe at length found the means to 
fatisfy her curioſity, not by any new diſ- 
covery, but the very old method of em- 
ploying her woman to get it out of his 
ſervant, with whom Mrs. Abigail was 
particularly well acquainted, having often 
been Mr. Jerry's partner at their — 
of high life below ſtairs. 3 


Being once aſſured that the influence of 
Miſs Pladlow's charms had extended even 
beyond the heart of that infatuated fool 
her brother, as on the preſent occaſion ſhe 
emphatically called him, but that ſhe had 
alſo dared to engroſs one of the fineſt 
young men about town, who was not her 
brother ; that ſhe had enthralled him, fet- 
tered him, and altogether ſo totally ſpoil'd 
him, that it would not now be worth the 
while even of a ſecond rate beauty, or a 
diſappointed coquet to ſet her cap at him. 


At all thoſe heavy charges, her Lady- 
{ſhip's 
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ſhip's anger againſt the beautiful offender 
roſe with ſo great violence, that in the firſt 
emotions of her rage ſhe would have diſ- 
covered the Marquis's whole affair to the 
Duke, had ſhe not again conſidered, that 
after having ſat the houſe in a blaze, the 
wings of her own freedom might be ſcorch- 
ed, and perhaps her deareſt pleaſures, pe- 


riſh in the flame. 


It was now that ſne was no longer in- 
attentive to the conſtant pleadings of 
Madame Villeroy, to perpetrate the miſ- 
chief that had been eight months in train- 
ing, and the copies of two letters were 
inſtantly produced by the fertile brain of 
Lady Selina, both exquiſite in their kind, 
which when tranſcribed by her ready aſſiſt- 
ant, were immediately diſpatched, one td 
Italy, the other to Redberry ; the firſt 
anonymous, to inform the Marquis as in 


friendſhip to Dr, Pladlow, that his daughter 


Was 
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was uſing all ſorts of arts to ſeduce every 
young man of faſhion that chance threw 
in her way, and that her character was ſo 
light it would be all blown to ratters, f 
he did not take her up in time, and order 
her into immediate confinement, where 
it was the writer's opinion ſhe ought to be 
fed on bread and water, that being afraid 
ſuch intelligence abruptly conveyed to the 
worthy Doctor might too ſenſibly afflict him. 
A female friend who was advanced in 
years, and lived in the neighbourhood of 
Redberry, had taken this method, in hopes 
his Lordſhip would ſo far intereſt himſelf 
in the good gentleman's misfortunes, as 
to ſoften the account of them, as much as 
circumſtances would permit. 


The other letter her ladyſhip alſo indited, 
and Madame Villeroy was requeſted to 
give it the beſt flouriſh ſhe could of a 
maſculine pen, which that Lady was very 

6 proud 
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proud to obey, being both charmed and 
flatted with the talents of her young pupil, 
whom ſhe regarded as a looking glaſs, in 
which all her own ingenuity was advan- 
tageoully reflected. 


What were the contents of this letter, 
and what ſtrange effects they produced, 
our readers may know if they will take 
the trouble to follow us to Redberry. 


Miſs Pladlow and Mademoiſelle Scude- 
rie, were, as uſual, building caſtles in the 
air, the moſt uncertain and unprofitable 
buſineſs in the world, becauſe it ſo ſeldom 
happens, that the builder inhabits his own 
edifice. 


The ſeaſon was March, the weather 
boifterous, and the evening far advanced, 
when a ſervant who had been ſent to the 
poſt town, returned with two letters, one 
foreign, the other ſtamped with the Lon- 

3 don 
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don poſt mark. Having firſt opened that 
which ſhe knew to be from her father, 
and which, like all his other epiſtles, was 
ſhort and ſweet, ſhe next looked at the 
ſeal and directions of that which lay before 
her on the table, having given the Doc- 
tor's letter to Mademoiſelle for her in- 
ſpection. 


* 
* # * 
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Well! cry'd Ann, was ever any thing 

ſo odd, this is certainly a coronet ſeal, but 
ſo clumſily preſs'd, that it is almoſt de- 
faced, and the letter is free too, but the 
name is ſo badly written, that I e 
make it out. * eng 
Open it then, ſaid her friend, but ſtop a 
moment, and let me look before you 
break the wax; ſhe examined it carefully, 
and though her broad cheeks were as red 
before as rouge could make them, when 
ſhe ſaw enough of the arms and coronet 
to know they belonged to the houſe, of 
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Angrave, and perceived it to be really his 
Grace's name on the back of the letter, 
at that moment the very paleſt ſpots on her 
"countenance were thoſe which the daubing 
Hand of art had laid on; ſo much higher is the 
<olouring of nature, than that of art, when 
guilt holds the pencil; ſhe immediately 
thought her confident, Madame Villeroy, 
muſt have betrayed her, and foreſaw the de- 
ſtruction of all her hopes, in the ruin of Miſs 
Pladlow's proſpects; but in the midſt of her 
internal and external confuſion, ſhe was too 
cunning to blow herown coal; fhe concealed 
her palpitations with all poſſible addreſs, 
gave back the letter to Ann, and declared 
ſhe could not conceive who it came from. 
We need not here obſerve, that though the 
Duke of Angrave's name and ſeal had been 
uſed on the occaſion, he had no ſhare in 
the merit of compoſition, the whole of it 
belonged to Lady Selina and Madame 
Villeroy, who had taken the liberty to bor- 
Tow both the one and the other, without 


FAMILY. ET 
his Grace's permiſſion or knowledge. 
Theſe were the contents, and being the 
invention of an exaſperated beauty, we 
may venture to pronounce, that the want 
of energy is not to be numbered amongſt 
any other critical deficienoes, to which ſuch 
fort of productions are ſometimes hable. 


- DELBOROUGH 


LETTER. 


W wretch ! would wo ac. 
ly thy diabolical ambition, but to connect 
0 thy obſcurity with the honors of my prince- 
ly houſe ; ſhall the daughter of a preach- 


ing puppy of a parſon lift up her daring | 


eyes to the Duke of Angrave's heir, as a 
| huſband fit to couple with her meanneſs; 

know, infamous creature, he would have 
ſufficiently degraded himſelf, had he given 
thee the title of his miſtreſs, and I would 
have ſpurned him with my foot, for having 
derogated from the dignity of his anceſtors, 
by a choice ſo ſpiritleſs ; know you not, 


E 2 woman, 
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woman, the miſtreſs of Lord Greendale 


ſhould be the wife or daughter of a peer. 


Now hear thy fate, and tremble; I com- 
mand thee in three days to depart from 
Redberry, and to hide thy infamous head 
where it ſhall never be ſeen to diſgrace my 
family; go to the mountains in Wales, 
and may they cover thee eternally; dare 
to diſobey the leaſt of my commands at 
thy peri] ! take only the vile Scuderie for 


thy companion; neither directly or indi- 


rectly dare to tell where that abode lies, 
to which I baniſh thee for thy audacity; 


the moment thy father is informed of my 
Juſt reſentment, I will cruſh him to atoms, 
and bring thee to public execution, for 
practiſing the ſins of witchcraft, My meſ- 


ſengers ſhall be at Redberry in three days, 


either to ſee that my orders have been 
- obeyed, or to drag thee to the awful pre- 
Fence of the enraged 


ANGRAVE, 


The 
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The conſequence of this thundering 
mandate, after poor Ann was relieved from 
a fainting fit, into which it had thrown her 
and when ſhe had recovered her ſpeech, 
that was for a long time obſtructed by 
heart rending ſobs, and rivers of briny | 
tears, was a ſudden but fixed reſolution to 
leave Redberry the next morning at day 
break, as privately as poſſible ; to purſue 
her route for Liverpool, and from thence 
embark for the neareſt port to her father's 
reſidence, which was then in Rome, to 
throw herſelf at his feet, confeſs her errors, 
claim his protection, renounce Lord Green- 
dale, and ever after to be good and duti- 
ful. Nor did Mademoiſelle oppoſe any 
of her intentions, being ſtill more afraid, 
even than her fair friend, to ſtay where ſhe 
was, and flattering her concealed hopes, 
for ſhe no longer dared to communicate 
them, that the Marquis would certainly 
marry Miſs Pladlow, when he ſhould be 
told what ſhe had ſuffered on his account. 


E 3 They 
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They paſſed that night i in making pre- 
parations for their journey and voyage; 
but as we do not mean to attend them on 
either, we ſhall ſet them down at the cloſe 
of their dangers and fatigues, by ſea and by 
land, one ſhort ſtreet only from that in 
which Lord Greendale's houſe was ſituated. 
Miss Pladlow underſtood a little of Ita- 
lian, but Mademoiſelle ſpoke it with tole- 
rable fluency, having paſſed ſome years, in 
the beginning of her eventful life, m his 
Holineſs's dominions. 


Ann had never once varied from thoſe 
good reſolutions ſhe had carried with her 
from Redberry, and alighted at a public 
hotel with no other view than to refreſh 
herſelf, that ſhe might have ſtrength to 
meet her father, and to concert on the 
leaſt alarming.method, by which ſhe might 
acquaint him of her arrival. 


Amongſt 
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- Amongſt the crowd curiofity had col- 
lected together, to ſee the ladies get out of 
their carriage, fortune had ſo contrived it, 
that Jenkings ſhould be almoſt one of the 
neareſt to them ; he had been ſent with a 
meſſage from the Marquis to a friend of 
his, who lodged at the hotel, which he had 
juſt delivered, and was returning through 
the court when the carriage drove up. 
Mademoiſelle alighted firſt ; her figure ſo 
ill rewarded the trouble he had taken, that 
he was actually turning away, when he acci- 
dentally caught a glimpſe of Miſs Plad- 
low's ſide face, as one of the attendants 
was lifting her out in his arms, being ſo 
overcome with fatigue and terror, that ſhe 
could not walk to the houſe ; tranſient as 
the view was, and the improbability that 
ſhe ſhould be in that place, the appearance 
ſtaggered him extremely, he thought it 
impoſſible it ſhould be her, but the Lady 
he had ſeen, fo ſtrongly reminded him of 
her lovely face, that he went back into the 

| E 4 houſe, 
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Houſe, puzzled, anxious and uneaſy ; he 


aſked a thouſand queſtions, but could get 
no ſatisfactory anſwer; all that the people 
at the hotel knew themſelves they very 
readily told him; but this all amounted to 
nothing more than that both the ladies 
were foreigners, but they did not know 
from what country ; that one of them was 
very young and beautiful ; that ſhe wept 
much, had not ſpoken a word, but in fo 
low a whiſper to her companion, that they 
had not even heard the found of her voice. 
He intreated to ſee the baggage that had 
been taken off the carriage ; he examined 
every part of it; he looked round and 
round, but could fee nothing like a . 
tion on any part of it. * 5 


| - Whit thus employed with the trunks, 
bundles and boxes that had been put down 
Juſt outſide the room in which the ladies 
wete fitting, a waiter paſſed by him, carry- 


ing refreſh ments to them ; ; he followed 
Sol E him 
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him ts the door, and in the ſame moment 
| s open, he had ſo good a view of 
Miſs Pladlow's face and figure, as at once 
to convince him, that it could be no other 
than the beloved object of his Ir 
affection. | | 


Confuſed with the multitude of his own 
ideas, at the wonderful diſcovery” he had 
made, he rather flew than ran back with 
his intelligence to the Marquis, Who was 
waiting for his return, that he might drefs 
to: fulfil an evening engagement. Jen- 
kings thrown off his guard by the ſudden- 
neſs of the ſcene that had paſſed at the 
hotel, broke it with ſo much abruptneſs 
to his Lord, who happened to be alone, 
that the effects it had: on his Lordſhip, 
were really of an alarming nature, he turn 
ed pale, ſtaggered, and fell back on a chair, 
which he had: juſt riſen from, almoſt with- 
out ſenfe or motion. No being could 
haye a ſtronger claim to compaſſion, than 

E 5 the 
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the faithful creature, whoſe precipitation had 
reduced him to this condition; he threw 
himſelf on his knees before him, he claſp'd 
the Marquis's hands in his own, eagerly 

called upon him for pardon, begging for 
the love of God he would ſpeak to him, 
that he might not have to reflect, it was 
he who had been the murderer of his Lord, 
his friend, his benefactor. 


No, Jenkings cry'd the Marquis, who 
was recovering from the violence of a 
ſhock he had not been able to withſtand. 
No, no, no, it is not you that have killed 
me, but if Miſs Pladlow has given her 
hand to another, and has followed her huſ- 
band hither, it is ſhe that has deſtroyed 
me; this muſt: be the fatal cauſe of her 
appearance at Rome; to come under any 
other protection, would be ſtill more 
ſhocking to my e and gonads 


I do 
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I do not think, my dear Lord, replied. 
the now comforted Jenkings, that Mis 
Pladlow is under any man's protection, no 
man was with her, upon * honor, not 
even a male attendant. | #57 bed 


Then I will ſoon know the cabal of 
her arrival, and ſnatching up his hat, he 
bounced off like a rocket, followed at a 
reſpectful diſtance by the humble friend 
of his misfortunes ; and here it will not be 
unſeaſonable to obſerve that the ananymous 
and joint productions of his ſiſter Lady 
Selina Dangle, and Madame Villeroy, 
had reached him exactly five days prior 
to that on which the penitent Ann mad 
her entre into the capital of his magnificent 
Holineſs, and though he had curſed the 
officious intermedler, and treated the letter 
itſelf as all people of common ſenſe ſhould 
treat ſuch ſort of incendiary compoſitions 
with ſovereign contempt, ſtamped it be- 
_ his feet, and afterwards flung it into 

| E 6 the 
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the flames, yet when he was told the be- 
loved ſubject of that letter was actually in 
Rome, and that ſhe was come without the 
command or knowledge of her father, he 
had ten thouſand ideas floating on his diſ- 
turbed imagination, any one of which was 
ſufficiently baneful to blaſt the faireſt 
bloſſom of his diſtant 3 | 


\-Jenkirign conducted his Lord to the 
_ of the room where he had left the 
ladies; and retired ; the Marquis opened 
it ſo gently that the noiſe did not diſturb 
them, he faw his Divinity, his limbs trem- 
bled, his breath almoſt forſook him, and 
his feet ſeemed rooted to the floor; to him 
the moment was critical, it was the moſt 
awful he had ever experienced ; had- the 
eternal ſentence which was to pronounce 
him happy or miſerable depended on that 
moment, his terrors were dee to = 
IG. 
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Mademoiſelle had fallen aſleep in her 
chair, and was enjoying that ſort of canine 
repoſe, to the ſolace of which the! ſons 
and daughters of / ſenſibility muſt ever 
remain ſtrangers, whilſt ſorrow is the at- 
tendant on their couch; but neither ſorrow, 
remorſe, or diſappointments, could pene- 
trate the heart, or break the ſlumbers of 
this ſnoring french woman, or awaken her 
to a participation of thoſe ſufferings poor 
Ann would probably never have experi- 
enced, but for her own: arts and her own 
treachery ; her eyes were cloſed to the 
diſtreſſes of her victim, and her ears to 
the voice of the lovely complainer, whoſe 
ſobs and tears as ſhe ſat writing to her 
father in one corner of the room, with 
her face turned from the door, melted 
the ſoul of Lord Greendale to indeſcribe- 
able ſoftneſs, might have taught compaſſion 
to the Hyæna, but had no effect on the 

ſelf- loving Mademoiſelle Scuderie, "| > ! 
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Me are not expected, it is hoped, to 
be very minute in our deſcriptions, but 
ſhould it be otherwiſe, we will endeavour 
to preſerve a medium between the wiſhes 
.of our readers, and our own inclinations, 
by telling them in few words that Miſs 
Pladlow had on a very becoming travelling 
dreſs of light blue Juteſtring, with a hat 
and frathers of exactly the ſame colour, 
which ſhe had either taken off before the 
- Marquis ſtole- upon ber unperceived, or 
what is ſtill more likely from its lying on 
the ground, was, that it had good naturedly 
fallen off, that the fineſt hair in the world 
might be wholly unfettered, and give an 
air of eaſe to the dignity of beauty, by 
ſtraying in careleſs ringlets over the ſnowy 
forchead, the poliſhed boſom, and the 
. + graceful ſhoulders of the enchanting Ann, 
-the tears fell faſter from her eyes than the 
words from her pen, ſighs and fobs retarded 
the progreſs of her undertaking ; at laſt, 
in a fit of defpair, ſhe tore the paper on 


which 
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which ſhe had been writing, and wringing 
her hands in agony, cried out, What- can 
I fay ! What can I do} What will become 
of me! Cruel Duke Cruel n 


dale! 


To hear his name announced in accents 
ſo reproachful, ſo plaintive, produced an 
immediate effect. The heart ſtricken Mar- 
quis no longer ſtationed as the unobſerved 
ſpectator of her emotions, was now at the 
feet of his adored miſtreſs, who had ſo 
little remembrance of his perſon, that ſhe 
gave. a faint ſcream, and in very bad 
Italian bid him be gone, having - no- other 
idea but that he muſt be an aſſaſſin, who 
had been employed by the implacable 
Duke of Angrave to take away her life; 
this was an error under which he did not 
ſuffer her to remain an inſtant, and the 
explanation threw her into ſtall more violent 
agitation than had ariſen from the appre- 
henſion of death itſelf, ſhe - inſiſted that 

| he 
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be ſhould leave her, he was deaf to her 
commands, they both became more con- 
poſed, he ſeated himſelf by her, ſhe told 
him the motives for her leaving Redberry, 
the reſolution ſhe had taken on receipt 
of his father's letter, and intreated his 
Lordſhip's influence to obtain pardon of 
her dear abuſed parent for the paſt faults 
in her conduct, and to aſſure him in her 
name = had renounced them for! ever. 


5. 4 : 78 — = 


The W was „ bene not fo 
nibh at the reſolution ſhe had taken to 
defert him, becauſe he well knew that in 
ſuch caſes ladies reſolutions are not always 
immutable ; but he was piqued; grieved, al- 
moſt offended by thelittleintereft the ſeemed 
to take in the affliftion with which ſhe was 
coolly ſtabbing the hopes he hadſo long and 
ſo affectionately cheriſhed, he looked at her, 
he examined her face with the eyes of paſ- 
Fonate fondneſs the whole time ſhe was 
ſpeaking; but alas! no tender glance, no 
of ftiendly 
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friendly bluſh told him he was beloved, 
and that to renounce him for ever, would 
coſt her a few moments of ſorrow! the 
contents of the letter which had frightened 
her from her peaceful home were ſo en- 
graved on her memory that ſhe was able 
very faithfully to relate them to the Mar- 
quis, which were ſo like what his father 
would have written on ſuch an occaſion, 
that he had no cauſe to ſuſpect there had 
been any deception uſed in regard to its 
authenticity; the original ſne could not 
then ſnew him, having for ſecurity locked 
it up in her trunk, which would not be 
opened till the next day, when ſhe 21 
him he ſhould ſee 1 it. 


Having liſtened to the tale of her miſ- 
fortunes, as well as to all ſhe could ad- 
vance in favor of her ' preſent determi- 
nation, and finding her ſo much exhauſted 
that ſhe could proceed no farther, he took 
advantage of her ſilence, and thus addreſſed 

her 
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her in a voice that was at once gentle, 
ſoothing, perſuaſive, urgent, firm and 


That I adore you, my dear Miſs Plad- 
low, is not more - demonſtrated to my 
own foul than that you behold me with 
indifference, yet it is not you that I ac- 
cuſe, it is myſelf that I condemn, I have 
occaſioned you nothing but miſery, when 
I meant, as heaven is my witneſs, to 
ſecure your felicity, how then ſhould 1 
expect love here my wretched fortune 
has made me appear to merit hatred only, 
my ſituation has been dreadfully embar- 
raſſed, engagements have been formed for 
me in which I was never conſulted, theſe 
engagements my family may ſtill think 
binding, but I know they are redeemable, 
cancel them from this moment, and 
to-morrow ſhall ſee me your huſband, 
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Stop, ſtop, interrupted the affrighted 
Ann, I never, never can be the wife of 
Lord Greendale, is he not ſon to the Duke 
of Angrave; name it not, you kill me 
with terror, reſtore me to my father's love, 
give me back to his protections and—— 


Idol of my foul, cried the Marquis, 
ſtopping her in his turn, yes, by heaven 1 
will reſtore you to your father, he ſhall 
receive you with all that boundleſs. tranſ- 
port with which your huſband ſhall lead 
you to him, do not turn pale, do not trem- 
ble, I will not alarm you, but ſuffer me 
calmly to explain my intentions, | 


But I cannot, replied ſhe, with a peeviſh 
ſort of expreſſion, I cannot marry the ſon 
of a man, ſo cruel, ſo hard-hearted as the 
Duke of * 


It would be endleſs: 8 reſt 
of this intereſting converſation, which 
| laſted 
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laſted upwards of rwo hours, ſuffice it to 
ſay, that at the end of that time, Lord Green- 
dale had gained ſomething like a victory, 
though by no means adequate to his wiſhes, 
as it was but too apparent, ſhe yielded 
to fear what ſhe would not have granted 
to his fervent importunities, for whatever 
ſhe had to dread in her father's reception 
of her, merely as his daughter, was ſwal- 
lowed up in the contemplation that he 
would certainly embrace her with joy as 
the Marchioneſs 'of Greendale ; in this 
ſtate of mind, half conſenting and half 
reluctant to his Lordſhip's return the next 
morning, with a proper officiator to make 
them one, ſhe ſaw him depart, unmoved 
by any other agitation than what was pro- 
duced by her own timidity, her fears only 
extended to her preſent ſituation, ſhe for- 
got the Duke's threats, in the Marquis's 
promiſes of tender and eternal protection, 
her heart too was! grateful to the latter, 
ſhe did not love him yet, but ſhe had 
bi! no 
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no doubt that ſhe ſhould love him to- 
morrow, and then very naturally thought 
what would Mr. Aſhford ſay when he 
heard that ſhe was actually married. 


- 097 * * 


Soonafterſhe had wakes from the Marquis 
ſhe awakened Mademoiſelle Scuderie, it is 
impoſſible to deſcribe the madneſs of her 
exultation at being told all that had paſſed 
during her ſtate of oblivion, her boiſterous 
joy had all the appearance of inebriety, 
ſhe fell to her old trade. of caſtle building 
with more alacrity than ever, and defied 
the rudeſt blaſt of fortune again to tumble 
down her works; whilſt Ann, though 
neither ſo much elated, or ſo happy, was 
at leaſt more contented than ſhe had « ever 
been ſince the receipt of the ſuppoſed letter 
from his Grace the Duke of Angrave. | 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


THF N the Marquis left Miss Phd 
low at the Hotel, he went from 
thence in purſuit of a clerical gentleman, 
the travelling governor of an Engliſh No- 
bleman then at Rome, and having found 
him he, with many perſuaſions, prevailed 
on the reverend divine to give him the 


nuptial benediction the next morning at 
the hour of eleven. | 


The name of his intended bride he care- 
fully concealed, and the place of her re- 
treat; but it was agreed that the Marquis 
a ſhould 
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mould call the following day, and con- 
duct him to it. © Before that time arrived, 
the divine had taken it into his ſerious 
conſideration, that the office he had en- 
gaged to perform, might be attended with 
many inconveniences to himſelf, and he 
thought, by giving Dr. Pladlow a peep 
into the buſineſs, he ſhould get rid of 
all perſonal hazard; if he proceeded the 
odium would fall more on the Doctor than 
himſelf, and if any ſtep was taken to pre- 
vent the marriage by acting cautiouſly, he 
ſhould get his neck out of the collar, and 
never appear to have forfeited the confi- 
dence of Lord Greendale, being one of 
thoſe accommodating beings, whoſe am- 
bition is to be equally well with fathers and 
fons, who do not happen to be well with 
each other. 


This prudent man loſt no time in ſcek- 
ing out the Doctor, who was thunder- 
ftry ck at the intelligence, which, under the 
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ſeal, of n impreſld he 
communicated to him. The Lady $ country, 
family, fortune, endowments, or even in 
what houſe ſhe, reſided, was, unknown to 
himſelf, of courſe he — give no infor- 
mation concerning them; ; but, ; in order to 
get at the latter, he put it into the Doc- 
tor's bead how eaſy it would be to have 
them dodged, when the Marguis called to 
take him to the bride-houſe at eleyen the 
next morning, and, having ſettled it in the 
beſt manner they. could, the prudent man 
retired, and left the good man to diſpoſe 


*, biet as he thought proper. 

* * Pladlow 1 took off his 
cloaths, or laid himſelf down the live- long 
night; nor did he even reſt his weary 
limbs on a chair, whilſt his feeble legs 
could ſupport him in traverſing his cham- 
ber. A thouſand times he meaſured 1 it in 
length, in breadth, and from, corner to 
corner, as oſten watched for t che approkch 
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of day from his window, nor was his mind 
more at reſt than his body ; ; the certainty 
of his pupil's, connecting himſelf impru- 
dently, would, in any unincumbered ſitua- 
tion, have afflicted him; but affianced as 
he was to Miſs Palmerſton, his total de- 
ſtruction was, in the opinion of this wiſe 
and affectionate mentor, annexed to his 
marriage with any other woman. From 
Lord Greendale's condeſcenſion he had 
nothing to expect, and very little from the 
pleas of conſcience, duty, or rectitude, 
ſo completely had his Lordſhip ſucceeded 
in deceiving his family, the world, and the 
Doctor, by locking up the treaſures of his 
character, and letting them ſee it only 
with external marks of poverty. The 
only reaſonable hope on which he thought 
he could build his ſucceſs of diſſolving ſo 
frantic a union, would be to take the Lady 
by ſurpriſe immediately before the cere- 
mony was to be performed, and if he could 
not frighten her from her purpoſe by a leſs 
VOL. III. F threat- 
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threatening expedient to declare, in the 
preſence of Lord Greendale, that ſhe could 
have no pretenſions to the honour of re- 
ceiving his hand, for that it was already 
the property of another. 


Such were the Doctor's intentions when, 
the next morning having, unobſerved, fol- 
lowed the footſteps of the Marquis and his 
clerical friend to the Hotel, he entered it 
the moment after them. He had faith- 
Fully promiſed to conceal the part this 
friend had taken to occaſion a ſeparation, 
inſtead of promoting a union ; for which 
reaſon he wrote thus on a ſcrap of paper, - 
and ſent it by a waiter to Lord Greendale. 


NOT E. 


« Do me the honour to let me ſee your 
Lordſhip for a moment. I ſaw you enter 
this houſe, and am fortunate in the diſco- 
ves as 1 mult have the honour to confult 

| you, 
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you, without loſs of time, on what I am to 


ſay to the Duke regarding your Lordſhi Ws 
remittances.” 


As the Doctor expected, fo was the re- 
ply, that his Lordſhip was then very buſy, 
but would Tee him there, or wait on him 
at home, in half an hour; there was no 
moment for delay. He advanced to the 
door where he had ſeen the Marquis enter: 
He gave a ſoft tap; the lock was not ſe- 
cured on the inſide; the prieſt had under- 
taken to faſten it, but ſome how or other 
neglected to do ſo, being certainly the 
moſt abſent man in the world when eyer 
he thought proper. He had been pre- 
tented to the Ladies, and the Marquis was 
leading his trembling, terrified bride to the 
table, before which he ſtood with the book 
open before him, whilſt Mademoiſelle ſup- 
ported her on the other ſide, flaming in 
rouge and roſe-colour'd ribbands, and Jens 
kingh had dropped on his knees to pray 

F 2 for 
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for his dear Lord's. happineſs, prior to his 
taking poſſeſſion of the double office that 
had been aſſigned him of clerk and father. 


Such was the exact ſituation in which 
the whole party were diſpoſed, when the 
Doctor's humble demand of admittance 

reached the Marquis's ear, and occaſioned 
ſomething very like confuſion of face in 
the reverend officiator. The handle of the 
lock was gently turned, and but juſt cleared 
from the door, when a voice was heard on 
the outſide, not unknown to any of the 
party, that ſaid : | 


« One word, my Lord, permit me the 
honour of one word with you, I beſeech 


you. 


— Miſs Pladlow looked transfixed, bur 

neither wept or fainted. Mademoiſelle 
ſcreamed. Jenkings . concealed himſelf 
behind a ſcreen, The parſon cloſed his 
| | book, 
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book, bowed to the Marquis, and ob- 
ſerved that it would be proper for him to 
retire till his Lordſhip ſhould have ſent 
away the intruder, and recompoſed the 
Lady, which he accordingly did, without 
waiting a formal permiſſion from his Lord- 
ſhip, making his exit through an oppoſite 
door to that where the Doctor was plant- 
ed, had it been any man but the father of 
his bride, who had occaſioned this delay 
to the completion of his happineſs, the 
enraged Marquis would, probably, have 
hurled him from one extreme of the houſe 
to the other; but here his rage was re- 
ſtrained by affection, and his actions go- 
verned by reſpect. In the dilemma he 
was reduced to, by ſeeing the lock made 
no reſiſtance, when the-hand of the Doc- 
tor was applied to it, he endeavoured to 
force Ann with gentle violence in at the 
door through which the Divine had already 
glided ; but reſiſting all his ſtrength, and 
again finding her voice, whith had nearly 

F 3 forſaken 
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forſaken her, on hearing that of her father, 
me called upon him with a loud ſcream, 
that reſembled the cry of inſanity, and 
fell motionleſs on the floor. | 


Preſumption 1s an error ; let us ſteer far 
from it rather than riſk the imputation 
of it, by vainly preſuming to repreſent 
the complicated feel.ngs of amazement, 
grief, anger, horror, love and compaſſion, 
that divided the ſoul, and agonized the 
countenance of Dr. Pladlow, when, on 
hearing his name ſo vehemently pronoun- 


* .ced, he ruſhed into the room, ſaw that it 


was, indeed, his daughter, or, as it 
appeared to him at that moment, the in- 
animated clay cold corps of her who once 
was his daughter 5 
He gave the Marquis a look that pene- 
trated to his ſoul, that look had a thouſand 
tongues, and every tongue was charged 
with this ſhort expreſſion: Is it you that 
have 
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have deſtroyed my peace? Is it you that 
have murdered my daughter ? He directed 
a commanding frown of baniſhment to the 
treacherous French woman, that like a 
mandate from heaven ſent her from his 
preſence. He ſpoke to neither; but ſee- 
ing tears chaſing each other down the 
cheeks of the poor Marquis, as he ſtood 
by the fide of the lovely Ann, having 
lifted her into a chair, and reclined her 
head on his boſom, with one hand pre- 
venting her from falling, with the other 
holding drops to her nole. The ſeverity 
of the Doctor's features relaxed: He 
removed him from his ſtation, but not 
unkindly, and even preſſed his hand as he 
took the ſmelling bottle from him, to per- 
form at once the tender offices of Parent 
and nurſe, 


A ſoft ſigh iſſued from the boſom of 
Ann ; the tide of life reviſited her lips 
and cheeks, She opened her eyes, but 

F 4 cloled 
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cloſed them again in tranſport, on finding 
herſelf fondly embraced in the arms of 
her father. He laid his cheek to her S, 
and foothed her with tenderneſs. She 
ſlid through his arms, and kneeled before 
him. Her uplifted hands were claſped 
together, and ſhe exclaimed, I am pitied ! 
My father pities me ! Will he not pardon 
alſo his guilty penitent child ? | 


She is not guilty, cried the Marquis, 
throwing himſelf with an air of diſtraction 
by her bde, in the ſame humble poſture. | 
Upon my foul, Sir, ſhe is not guilty ; it is 
T that have deceived you; the whole 
erime, if it is a crime to love, is all m 
own. Would to heaven ſhe diviced it wit 
me, then 1 ſhould be comforted. Had 
not your preſence forbid | my felicity, at 
this moment ſhe would have been my 
wite; ſhe ſhould then have loved me; the 
force, the tenderneſs, the ardour of my 


paſſion, mould have forced her to divide 
it 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 105 


it with me. Yes, Sir, continued he, in 
rather a reſentful accent, F am too well 
convinced I owed Miſs Pladlow's conceſ- 
ſion not to my own influence, but to her 


fears of your diſpleaſure ; thoſe are now 


removed, and I am undone ! 


It was in vain that the Doctor had often 


interrupted him to ſolicit he would riſe ; 


but when his Lordſhip had done ſpeaking, + 
he obliged him to quit his humiliating 
ſtation. He placed himſelf between the 


Marquis and his daughter ; his words or 
his looks had nothing reproachful in them; 
on the contrary, his whole heart was taken 


firm, was meliorated by ſympathy, 


The misfortune, ſaid he, that I always 
dreaded, and againſt which I have been 
always trying to guard you, my dear chil- 
dren, has been permitted to fall upon my 

ES 


captive by compaſſion ; his eyes ſwam in 
liquidated tenderneſs, and his voice, though 


b 
4 
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head, and would have laid it low in earth, 
if 1 had not fortunately directed my ſteps 
to this houſe in time, to ſtop the proceeding 
of an event ſo raſh,. ſo inconſiderate, as 
muſt have ended in all our deftruction ; 
but before I proceed further in what I 
have yet to fay, will your Lordſhip con- 
deſcend to tell me by what means you 
became acquainted with my daughter ? and 
I ſhall then demand of her what were her 
motives-for her extraordinary flight from 
Redberry, and ſtill more wonderful ap- 
pearance in this place! 


Penetrated to meet nothing but mild- 
neſs, where they had ſo much reaſon to 
expect the bittereſt reproaches, they gave 
as diſtinct a detail of the whole affair, as 
if they had been rendering up their laſt 
acounts at the Throne of Grace. Nothing 
was concealed, and whilſt the good mar 
felt for the Marquis's diſappomtment, he 
rezoiced with abundant joy that his heart 
5 | was 
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was uncorrupted, and that it was only a 
miſplaced paſſion to which he had been 
ſacrificing falſe appearances on account of 
his daughter's ſeparation from her lover. 
He had no fears to combat with, as, before 
the converſation was half ended, Ann had 
herſelf confirmed, what the Marquis had 
before advanced, by very innocently de- 
claring, that now ſhe was reſtored. to her 
father's love and protection, ſhe heartily 
_ forgave the Duke of Angrave, at the ſame 
time aſſuring Lord Greendale, with that 
ſort of naivette, which, if not remarkable 
for ſenſibility, was at leaſt a proof of her 
ſincerity ; that when ſhe ſhould hear he was 
married to ſome beautiful woman of qua- 
lity, who was worthy of his affections, ſhe 
ſhould rejoice at his happineſs quite. as 
much as if ſhe had the honour of being 
his ſiſter. She did not even keep to her- 
ſelf the interviews that had paſſed between 
her and Mr. Aſhford, or how ſorry ſhe 
was to have made him fo unhappy: In 

F 6 ſhort, 
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il ſhe was herſelf the very beſt phyſi- 
cian the Marquis could have found, for 

. What he had hitherto ſuppoſed an incurable 
paſſion, one of thoſe everlaſting flames, 
which boys and girls are too apt to ſup- 
poſe, will burn world without end. 


Dr. Pladlow, who, on this occaſion, 
thought his Ann talked like an angel,, 
watched every turn of the Marquis's 
countenance, where, amidſt many and va- 
rious changes, he thought he could read 
this confeſſion : « Theſe ſentiments may 
mortify me, but I would rather hear them 
from the lips of my miſtreſs, than have 
them ſmothered in the boſom of my 
wite.” 


Before Doctor Pladlow had been in the 

Hotel half an hour he had called up a 

waiter, and, without quitting the room, 

had given him ſome private orders, which, 

it is probable, the Marquis might imagine 

. 
4 
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was to prepare a dinner ; but when the 
ſame man returned at the end of three 
hours, and ſaid all was ready, his Lordſhip 
began to ſuſpect the truth. He ſtarted, 
turned pale, his eyes filled with tears, and 
he cried out, wy God ! you are going 
then to leave me,” 


My dear Lord, you conjecture right. 
I go, indeed, but it ſhall be for a ſhort 
time only. Will you have the goodneſs 
to meet me in Paris at my, return ? 


I ſhall not live to obey you; why will 
you take her from my ſight? 


Look at. her; learn of her to be re- 
ſigned : It will alſo teach your Lordſhip 
another leſſon. The woman, who is. 
formed to make the happineſs of Lord 
Greendale, ſhould be endowed with ſenſi- 


bility like his, and return his love with 
equal tenderneſs, 


: 


His 


110 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


"His Lordſhip felt the delicate inſinua- 
tion this remark conveyed. He coloured 
like ſcaplet, and, ſighing, caſt a tender, 
but reproachful, look on Miſs Pladlow, 
who threw her eyes on the ground, afraid 
to meet the ſcrutiny of his, being conſcious 
he would only read in them a confirmation 
of her father's oblique reflection, that her 
heart was not ſo warmly intereſted as his 


own. 


It is neceſſary, continued the Doctor, 
that I ſhould ſee the Duke of Angrave : 
This unlucky affair muſt reach him. I 
have good reaſon to ſuppoſe it will be 
ſpread over the city in a very few hours, 
and there are many ſcribblers in Rome 
ready to acquaint his Grace of all the 


particulars, 


It is true, my daughter's name will not 
be brought into the charge, becauſe there 


happened to be no witneſs of our expla- 
nation 
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nation; but allow me to obſerve, that by 
the letter Ann has received from his 
Grace, and which I have not yet ſeen, 
there can be no doubt to whom your father 
will affix the guilt of having ſeduced your 
Lordfhip's affection, and of ſlackening the 
reins of duty and obedience, which, be- 
fore your unfortunate acquaintance with 
her, you never had reſiſted. 


Ah! my dear Marquis, do not theſe 
conſiderations convince your reaſon ? Do 
they not ſhew you how abſolute the neceſſity 
is that forces me to leave you? The diſ- 
pleaſure of a father is no light conſidera- 
tion. The reſentment of your's muſt be 
appeaſed. Honour me with the commul- 
ſion to reſtore you to the arms of your 
family, and to reinftate you in the full 
poſſeſſion of their affections. 


Lord Greendale held out his hand, the 
Doctor preſſing it between his own, ſaid, 
This 
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This is kind, indeed! Generous youth, of 
what is thy ſoul compoſed, ſo warm, and 
yet ſo rational? I go then with your con- 
ſent. | 


| Alas! you mould me as you pleaſe. | 


My expedition ſhall ſhew with what 
impatience I wiſh to return to you. 


You will kill her with fatigue. I go 
with you, except you promiſe me not. to 
travel with expedition. 


Aſſure yourſelf, my dear Lord, ſhe ſhall 
not be ſubjected to any inconvenience from 
which I can guard her. As he ſaid this, 
he turned to embrace the Marquis, but he 
was gone. | | 


Doctor Pladlow took Mademoiſelle 
with them as far as the firſt town in France, 
where he diſmiſſed her, not unprovided 


for, 
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ſor, but with a reprimand that made her 
tremble under its aſperity, followed by a 
ſtern aſſurance, that, if ever ſhe again 
ſhewed herſelf in England, ſhe ſhould be 
given up to the juſt vengeance of an of- 
fended family, and receive her well earned 
ſentence of baniſhment from the Duke of 
Angrave himſelf. 


Having left Ann under the care of a 
female acquaintance in whom he could 
confide, and whoſe houſe lay in his road 
from Dover to London, Doctor Pladlow 
proceeded to the Duke of Angraye, and 
obtained 2 an audience of his Grace, which 
has appeared i in our hiſtory, as 8 
by Lady Dorothy Petting in her anecdotes 
ofthatfamily, communicated to Col. Fairfax 
through the ſame channel. Qur readers 
have been alſo informed, that Doctor Plad- 
low again fat off to meet the Marquis ; 
that his Lordſhip was returned, and had 
made his peace, by reluctantly conſenting 

to 
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to fulfil the Duke's engagement to Miſs 
Palmerſton, and the various methods he 
had afterwards taken to protract the cele- 
bration of the nuptials. 


All theſe matters being fo clearly ex- 
plained, we have only to reveal what paſſed 
in the Doctor's private interview with the 
Duke, which her Ladyſhip, for want of 
information, Lady Selina being herſelf un- 
acquainted with particulars, was unable to 
aſſiſt us in; nor are we uiclined to cir- 
cumvolution on the ſubject, fo ſhall only 
ſay, that the Doctor repeated every mi- 
nutiæ of the tranſaction between the Mar- 
quis and his daughter from the beginning 
to the end of their acquaintance; that his 
Grace was exaſperated at his ſon's con- 
duct, but ſo well ſatisfied with that of the 
Doctor, as to aſſure him of his eternal 
friendſhip and gratitude. He diſowned 
the letter that had been written to Miſs 
Pladlow in his name, He had never, he 
W added, 
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added, even heard that the Doctor had a 
daughter, and requeſted that, for the 
Lady's ſake, both the circumſtance of the 
letter, and her being any ways concerned 
in the meditated folly and madneſs of the 
Marquis, might be for ever concealed from 
all but themſelves; not even intruſted to 
any branch of his Grace's own family, for 
that he was warmly intereſted in the pre- 
ſervation of her fame, on account of the 
very great obligations the honourable beha- 
viour of her father had laid him under. = 


Long have we travelled backward in our 
memoirs, and being at laſt happily arrived 
to the preſent time, we hope the relation 
of Lord Greendale's juvenile adventures 
are not ſo voluminous, or ill- connected 
with the former part of our hiſtory, as to 
put every thing out of our readers heads, 
which we wiſhed them to remember ; bur 
if this ſhould be the caſe, we can put them 


in the way to refreſh their memories, at 
the 
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the ſmall coſt of a few moments applica- 
tion, which, even in this golden age of 
. female wiſdom and female propriety, can- 
not be more innocently, or, perhaps, more 
advantageouſly, employed, than in turning 
to that chapter, which immediately pre- 
cedes our little epoſode, where they will 
ſee who and who are together, and where 
their recollection will be renewed, by a 
ſecond reading of the Marquis's note to 
his ſiſter; and it will alſo remind them 
with how much indifference Lady Selina 
refuſed her unfortunate brother's requeſt, 
that ſhe woyld return home before the 
hour ſhe had appointed, and then, when 
her own appointed hour was come, with 
how much chagrin ſhe at laſt parted from 
the divine Colonel ; having alſo ſeen her 
Ladyſhip make a departing congee to 
Lady Dorothy, prefent her hand to Colo- 
nel Fairfax, adjourn to the hall, and there, 
with an air of vexation, ſeat herſelf in her 
chair, the head let down, and a laſt adieu, 

ſmiled 
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ſmiled and nodded on the retiring object 
of her preſent admiration, they may, if 
they pleaſe, by the light of two flambeaux 
that preceded her Ladyſhip's chair, find 
their way to Angrave Houſe; and when 
arrived there, they may depend on us for 
giving them all the intelligence we can 


collect of the further retrograde motions 
of the Marquis of Greendale. 
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CHAP, xXXXVI 


H E firſt perſon her Ladyſhip met 
4 on ſteping out of her chair, was the 
confidental ſervant of her brother, and our 
very old acquaintance Jenkings ; ſhe was 
yet ſmarting under the laſh of ſelf retro- 
ſpection, and had not recovered her good 
humour ; ſhe aſked with hauteur, what 
ailed his Lord, that he had ordered her 
ſervants to Lady Dorothy Petting's fo 
much before their time ? had ſhe look'd at 
him, his face would have anſwered with 


many ſorrowful expreſſions, that all was 
not 
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not well; he had been weeping, and the 
lids of his eyes were almoſt ſwollen to the 
ſize of eggs; ſhe did not wait for a verbal 
reply to her queſtion, but paſſed into the 
anti-room, and was followed by Jenkings, 
who feared what he had to ſay, would af - 
flict her Ladyſhip, and the natural huma- 
nity of his heart made him tremble, whilſt 
he was informing her that his Lord hay- 
ing ſent him on a meſſage, which detained 
him two hours, had, during his abſence, 
left the houſe ; that as he was coming down 
Piccadilly, a hack chaiſe driving at a great 
rate, paſſed by him, he got a ſudden view 
of the perſon who was in the carriage, 
and ſhould, he ſaid, have thought it had 
been his Lord, but that he ſuppoſed it im- 
poſſible, his Lordſhip being ſtill attended 
by his phyſicians, and not yet having left 
his apartment after the hurt he had re- 
ceived from the going off of the fowling 
piece, Hum, cry'd Lady Selina, ſpeak- 
ing to herſelf, and grining fatyrically, 1 

ſhall 
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ſhall never forget that ſtory of a gun go- 
ing off; 'ſhe then bade Jenkings proceed, 
and finiſh his tale of wonders as faſt as he 
could. | 


The honeſt creature, who now ſaw there 
was no fear that her Ladyſhip's feelings 
would be much hurt, declared it his opi- 
nion, that the Marquis never intended to 
return home again, for beſides the note left 
for her Ladyſhip, which had been ſent to 
Lady Dorothy's, there was another letter 
on his table, directed for his Grace, and 
ſcaled with black-wax, which, as the fami- 
ly were not in mourning, he wiſhed might 
not be meant to convey more than per- 
haps his Lordſhip had expreſs'd. 


Lady Selina, who had taken up a pencil, 
and was ſketching out a flower on ſome 
paper that lay on the table, ſaid, It may be 
ſo, and enquired who attended her brother 
in this mighty pretty expedition, and was 

informed 
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informed that he had taken no ſervant with 

him, nor any change of cloaths or linen. 

Oh! then I ſhall ſoon expect him back, 

obſerved her Ladyſhip; but pray Mr. 

Jenkings, can you tell me what the Duke 
ſays to all this? 


+ His Grace, my Lady, replied Jenkings, 
was gone out an hour before my Lord dif- 
appeared, and has juſt ſent word, that he 
ſhall ſleep to night at Sir Arthur Whate's. 


That's lucky enough, ſaid-her Ladyſhip, 
ſhe then ordered him to bring her the let- 
ter, the black ſeal of which had been fo 
tremendious to his timid apprehenſions; 
the truth 1s, that he feared his Lord in- 
tended to commit ſome act of violence on 
his own perſon, or why nat take him as the 
companion of his flight, who had ſo long 
been the confident of his difficulties, -and 
the ſharer of his ſorrows: why not at 
leaſt acquaint him of his purpoſe, if it had 
Vol. 111, bs not 
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not been a fatal one ; would he have left 
him thus, with a dagger ſticking in his 
heart? no, faid he, my dear Lord intends 
himſelf ſome _ miſchief, or harbours a ſuſ- 
picion of my fidelity. 


Such had been poor Jenkings's tortur- 
ing reflections, from the moment he was 
informed of the Marquis's departure, to 
that in which he obeyed the orders of Lady 
Selina; and having, with a mournful de- 
jected countenance, delivered the letter 
into her hand, he retired to lament over 
his troubles, unobſerved and unmoleſted. 


. The affectionate ſiſter of Lord Green- 
dale, turned and examined the letter in 
every direction, and would have been very 
glad of Madame Villeroy's aſſiſtance, to 
have come at the contents, but that ingeni- 
ous preceptreſs, as ill fortune would have 
it had retired into the country ſome 
months before, being threatened with a de- 

cline, 
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cline, and having, in the courſe of her re- 
covery, taſted the ſweets of independence, 
ſhe had eſtabliſhed herſelf very comfort- 
ably a hundred miles from town; had a 
ſmart box ina pretty village, a green court 
before her windows, a fine braſs knocker on 
her door, killed her own mutton, viſited 
her neighbours, and deſpiſed them. 


Now though Lady Selina could not, on 
the preſent occaſion, profit by her perſo- 
nal ſervices, yet ſtill ſhe was indebted to 
her former inſtructions, for the perfect caſe 
with which ſhe opened, and recloſed the 
ſeal on her brother's letter, ſo delicately 
nice, that no eye could diſtinguiſh it 
had ever ſubmitted to the operation. 


Before her Ladyſhip had got through 
half the contents, ſhe rang her bell, and - 


ſent orders to her woman to make haſte 

and prepare her things to dreſs, for that ſhe ' 

ſhould be up in a few minutes; the whim + 
97% G 2 | of 
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of dreſſing and going out was a ſudden one, 
yet there were- a thouſand reaſons why; 
it was extremely rational that ſhe ſhould. 
dreſs and ſhould go out; the houſe was ſo 
gloomy, it put her in mind of a funeral; 
the ſervants looked hke mute mourners, 
and when they anſwered, Yes, my Lady, 
or no, my Lady, it founded in her ears 
like the ill-omened croaking of ſo many 
ravens. 


The Dutcheſs of Northly was that night 
to give a ſplendid ſupper, where all the 
fine men would be to a certainty ; ſhe had 
ſent her excuſe ſix hours before, becauſe a 
finer than any of them was almoſt zete d zete 
with her at Lady Dorothy Petting's: the 
cauſe no longer exiſted, Colonel Fairfax 
might be gone to Jericho, for any thing ſhe 
knew to the contrary; or he rmght be at the 
ſupper, for ſhe could not ſuppoſe her Grace 
had omitted to invite him; Lady Marga- 
ret ſne knew would be there, ſhe could 

| * 4% ſend 
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ſend for her out of the room ; ſhe would 
ſerve as a chaperon, and as to her put off 
meſſage, ſhe would contrive that into a 
compliment, that ſhould put her Grace in 
good humour ; in ſhort, it was better that 
ſhe ſhould amuſe herſelf abroad, than ſtay 
at home and die of ennuie; and the hour 
was perfectly ſeaſonable, it being but forty- 
five minutes after twelve, when ſhe found 
herſelf at the Dutcheſs of Worthly's door. 


Whilſt Lady Selina is got into a corner 
of her Grace's aſſembly-room, with her 
ſiſter, Lady Margaret Devero, and fif- 
teen or ſixteen other particular friends, 
where ſhe-1s telling them of the great ſur- 
priſe ſhe has been thrown into, occaſioned 
by her brother's abrupt removal, and let- 
ting fall ſome hints, not much to the re- 
nown of Miſs Palmerſton's proweſs, in 
making, or in retaining captives, whilft ſhe 
is concealing nothing but the circumſtance 
of the letter, and her own ingenuity, in 

G 3 having 
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having foreſtalled the Duke, her father, in 
the knowledge of its purport ; we ſhall let 
the cat out of the bag, and faithfully de- 
clare that part of the ſecret her Ladyſhip 
thought proper not to reveal, viz. the 
whole contents of the Marquis of Green- 
dale's epiſtle to his Grace the Duke of 


Angrave. 
LETTER. 


There is only one path by which I can 
eſcape perdition ! true, it leads me from 
your Grace, very far from your paternal 
roof, but it will alſo lead me from a deteſt- 
ed union, that my ſoul abhors. I renounce 
it for ever; I ſware in the awful face of 
heaven, never to be the huſband of Miſs 
Palmerſton ! My father, I have tried with 
pains, I have ſtruggled with agony, to 
bend my ſtubborn refractory will to your 
commands; it will not on this one ſacri- 
fice learn ſubmiſſion. I muſt be diſobe- 

dient, 
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dient, but the force that compels me to 
oppoſition, almoſt reduces me to phrenſy. 
No, my Lord! I love you, I honor you, I 
revere you; it is not my duty that ſub- 
mits, it is my paſſions that have conquer- 
ed it; on this one occaſion only they hold 
it captive, on every other, it ſhall be with- 
out reſtriction under your own command, 
and devoted to the moſt critical obedi- 
ence, I dare not plead for myſelf, becauſe 
I never will retract. I never will meet 
Miſs Palmerſton at the altar. Let my 
ſiſters, and your little ſons, my dear father 
plead for me ; they are not offenders, like 
me, let them ſue at your Grace's feet for 
their miſerable brother; let them kneel 
and weep 'till they have cozin'd you out 
of your forgiveneſs, and reſcued me at 
leaſt, from your maladiction. I believe 
my ideas are confuſed ; I know that my 
ſoul is torn with anguiſh. My father ! ſhe 
is married! the only woman I ever ador- 
ed, is the wife of another; the intelligence 

G 4 ſhocked ; 


128 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


Thocked, it confounded me, but ſurely it 
does not grieve me, it is impoſſible it 


ſhould, grieve me, ſhe never returned my 
Paſſion, and I have torgot to love her; 
but ſhe has taught me a leſſon, from which 
1 have learnt to be diſobedient. I have 
drank of the delicious poiſon, it has intoxi- 
cated my brain, and never will 1 unite my 
fate with. one of her ſex, till I again ex- 
perience that dear effuſion of exquiſite ten- 
derneſs, to which I have already owed the 
moſt happy, and moſt miſerable moments 
of my exiſtence. Judge, then, my Lord, 
if ever Miſs Palmerſton can be the wife of 
Greendale? Whilſt 1 daringly preſume, 
in this ſingle inſtance, to ſet bounds to your 
Grace's authority, in every other my obe- 
dienee ſhall be unlimited. My future con- 
duct ſhall ſubject you, my dear father, to 
no pecuniary inconvenience, I vill not 
give Miſs Palmerſton, or her mercenary 
guardians, a claim on your eſtates, by 
forming any other engagement, as long as 
ot | ſhe 
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he remains ſingle, or at leaſt, till ſhe re- 
leaſes me from thoſe galling fetters, which 
I never can ſubmit to put on. After 
tearing myſelf from your Grace, and 
my family, how feeble are the pangs I 
ſuſtain, on bidding adieu to the country, 

that has enroled me on her catalogue of 
wretches. If I viſit her again, it muſt be 
on my own conditions. Shall a ſlave 
breathe the air of freedom, to give him 
the keener ſenſe of his misfortunes? never 
will I return to chains, more inſupportable 
than thoſe of a felon. Oh! my father, 
reſtore me to liberty, and receive at your 
feet the moſt grateful, moſt affectionate, 

and moſt devoted of ſons, 


GREENDALE, 


We hope our reader's remember, that 
Lady Selina made her brother a viſit in 
his chamber, on the very day of his Lord- 
thip's writing this letter, and afterwards 

6 5 leaving 
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| Leaving his father's houſe ; they will alſo 
recollect, that ſhe left him rather in diſ- 
pleaſure, and went to Lady Margaret 
Devero's, in Portland-Place, where young 
Lady like, having vented a little of her 
ill humour, at the expence of her ſiſter's 
plebeian huſband, and diſpatched a note to 
her dear friend, Miſs Palmerſton, ſhe re- 
decked her face in the ſmiles of good hu- 
mour, and dedicated the reſt of the day 
to Lady Dorothy Petting, La belle Paſſion, 
and Colonel Fairfax. 


When Lady Selina quitted the Mar- 
quis's room, he had by no means deter- 
mined on what he was to do; but ſome- 
thing muſt be done, and that ſpeedily, as 

ne had a few minutes before received a 
viſit from his father, to acquaint him he 
was juſt ſetting out for Sir Arthur White's, 
and that before his return, he ſhould have 
fixed on a day for the completion of the 
GIA A more 
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more premeditated accidents were called 
in to the aid of his diſobedient ſloth, and 
eternally rebellious inclinations. His Grace 
did not wait for a reply, but left his ſon 
not at all diſpoſed for encouraging medi- 
tations on the grace of filial obedience; 
on the contrary, he ruminated deeply on 
the pleaſures attending that ſweet and ten- 
der paſſion, by which he had once been 
facinated, and ran over in his mind the 
train of adventures to which it had given 
birth. Amongſt the whole number, nothing 
ſeemed ſo wonderful, ſo unaccountable, 
as the anonymous letter that he received, 
before Miſs Pladlow's arrival at Rome, 
and the forged one which had been ſent to 
en with his father's ſignature. 4 


The appearance of Lady Seling - f 
hardly be ſaid to have put an end to his re- 
flections on this ſubjeck, as may be ſur- 
miſed from the impreſſive wiſh that eſ- 
nn and made her 
G 6 Ladyſhip 


.. 
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Ladiyſhip feel, from the fears of detection, 
what ſhe never felt in the action itſelf, of 
ſtriking a dagger through the very ſoul of 
his en 


| _— food "aber Lady: Selina had taken 
herſelf off, Lord Carlington was announ- 
ced; his Lordſhip is one of thoſe fort of 
young men, who with the beſt diſpoſitions 
in the world, mixes ſome foibles, and 
thoſe he takes as much pains to blazen, 
as diligently to hide ſuch actions, as would 
place this character above mediocrity. 
Ah! my poor Marquis, cry'd he, as they 
exchanged a friendly ſhake of the hand, 
how comes it that I do not find you en- 
larged; is this curſed confinement to laſt 
* for ever? | 


Lord (Greendale, * well knew the 
Hf his viſitor, and that it concealed 


| under a * of levity, the ſtrongeſt pro- 
penſities 
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penſities to commiſeration and ſympathy, 
could not deny himſelf the gratification, 
which, of all others, is the moſt alleviating, 
that of complaining, he mentioned the in- 

terview with his father, and his diſtreſs at 
finding his Grace ſo determined to hurry 
him into a ſtate, for which, at preſent, he 
felt invincible abhorrence. 


Having heard him to an end, he ob- 
ſerved, that perhaps his Lordſhip had miſ- 
taken the ſentiment altogether, and that it 
was not an invincible abhorrence to the 
ſtate, but to the Lady. Zounds, man 
continued he, have done with lamentati- 
ons; ſay but the word, here I am ready 
to take her off your hands; look at me, 
do you think ſne would refuſe a fellow of 
my figure, and d—n me if I am off my 
bargain, though ſhe ſhould have fore eyes 
and a cloven foot. 


The 
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The Marquis could not refrain from 
laughing immoderately at the odd manner 
in which he advanced his offers of ſerving 


him, but told him, there was only one way 


by which he could profit by his good in- 
tentions, and that was, if he would marry 
the lady, and give her fortune - to the 


Duke. 
Let his Grace propoſe the diviſion, re- 
turned he, and take which half he pleaſes. 


J am juſt now ſo much in love with matri- 
mony, that he may make his own terms. 


Yet you have never ſeen Miſs Palanes- 
ſton, ſaid the Marquis. 


Nor ever defire to ſee her, retorted his 


and that upon my ſoul I would do at any 
expence you can name. {+6 


Dear 


friend, except to fave you from execution, 
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Dear Carlington, your endeavours to di- 
vert my ſerious embarraſſment, are kindly 
meant, but it is not from your generoſity 


ü can flatter myſelf with the W of ag 
redreſſed. 


And why not, thou deſponding Mar- 


quis? thou doeſt not know the extent of 


my generoſity. I gave away yeſterday to 
a friend of mine, what would have encrich- 
ed me for life, had I kept it to myſelf, and 
may I be chief mourner at the funeral of 
my creditors hopes, and my own laſt gui- 
nea, if I ever parted with any thing ſo re- 
luctantly, as with this treaſure of trea- 
ſures; and yet my bounty has made 
two beings ſo exquiſitely happy, that I 
ſware I do not repent. it; but now I think 
of it, the gift might as well have been be- 
ſtowed by your Lordſhip, as by me: how 
the devil Greendale, did your heart ph... 
mine is burnt to a cinder, 


The 


— 
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= The Marquis, Who did not compreh end 
his meaning, aſked an explanation. 


Nothing is ſo eaſy, but you are con- 
founded dull, not to have gueſſed it long 
ago; who could I poſſibly mean, but the 
beautiful daughter of [honeſt old Pladlow; 
have you never heard of her George, that 
vou look ſo aſtoniſhed ; tis true upon my 
yeſterday morning. like a ſecond Scipio, 
condeſcendeꝗ to beſtow on my friend Aſh- 
ford; though had J ſeen her before we 
met at the altar, on the giving and taking 
ſcheme, the reſignation of her to another, 
might have coſt us a tuſtle; however, it 
is all over, and I am now ready for thy 
accommodation, to turn my thoughts to 
Miſs Palmerſton. 


The vicifſitudes our poor © Marquis u un- 
derwent, during the whole of this gay 


a are not to be deſcribed; but 
fortunately 
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fortunately they eſcaped the obſervation of 
Lord Carlington, who -rattled away, -for 
the ſpace of another half hour, on the 
lovelineſs of the bride; her tender pre- 
ference for the huſband of her choice; the 
_ exquiſite tranſports of his friend Aſhford, 
and the compoſed happineſs of Doctor 
Pladlow. 


When his Lordſhip's ſubject or viſit 
would have been exhauſted, we cannot 
aſcertain, becauſe the Marquis, who had 

by this time fixed his plan of proceeding, 
put an end to both, by ſeeming to recol- 
lect a ſomething that had before ſlipped 
his memory, the ſignal of taking out his 
watch, was followed mechanically by his 
viſitor, who ſtarting up, declared he Was 
ten minutes behind his time, for eſcorting 
Lady Charlotte Ogle to Shakeſpear's Gal- 
lery: this, ſaid he, is another proof of 
5 my willingneſs to ſerve my friends. Mar- 
| ſham 
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ſham would not attend her himſelf, and 
has put his burden on my ſhoulders. 


The inſtant Lord Greendale found him- 
ſelf alone, he called for Jenkings, and or- 
dered him away on a made-up meſſage, 
which he was to carry ſo far out of town, 
that before he could return back again, 
the whole of his Lord's deſign would be 
accompliſhed ; why, on this occaſion he 
was not permitted to participate in its exe- 
cution, can only be accounted for by a 
certain reſtleſſneſs, very like ſuſpicion, that 
Infeſted his Lordſhip's mind, from the firſt 
moment he found out that his paſſion: for 

Mik Pladlow had been diſcovered. He 

did not abſolutely accuſe Jenkings of be- 
traying his confidence; he almoſt believed 
his aſſeverations of innocence; but the 
ſecret ſo dear to him, had taken air, ſome- 
body muſt have diſcloſed it; he ſuſpected 
Miſs Pladlow, - Mademoiſelle, Jenkipgs, 
and almoſt himſelf, for he continually made - 
his 
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his words paſs before him in review, t6 
examine if it was not poſſible that ſome 
expreſſion of his own might inadvertently 
have eſcaped his moſt guarded caution, 
and given riſe to his misfortunes; but 
after all, being unable to condemn him- 
ſelf, or acquit any other perſon, he reſol- 
ved to have no confident in his meditated 
flight, that his ſecret might not again be ex- 
plored, and the place of his retirement 
invaded by the ſolicitations of his family. 


He wiſhed Lady Selina to be at home, 
when the Duke returned from Sir Arthur 
White's, which he expected would be early 
in the evening, and that ſhe might deliver 
the letter he had left behind him, to his 
Grace, very naturally concluding, he ſhould 
in her find a warm advocate, and his father 
an affectionate comforter. With this idea, 
he ordered the porter to ſend her Lady- 
| ſhip's ſervants to Groſvenor-Square, ſo 
much before the time ſhe had ordered 
| them, 
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them, together with the note, which he 
alſo left to the care of this terreſtrial cerbe- 
rus. How well Lady Selina acquitted 
herſelf of the tender offices conſigned to 
her by her amiable unfortunate brother, 
has already been partly explained, and may 
be more fully exemplified in the Progreſs 
of our hiſtory. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 


* 


- FITFORT Abbey, the ſeat” where 
VI Sir Arthur White and his family 
reſided, was ſituated in Kent, but not in 
the moſt pleaſant part of that extenſive” 
county, yet the Duke of Angrave has 
been heard to declare that he gave it the 
preference to any other fine place in the ; 
kingdom; he would allow that water, | 
wood, and ſwelling ground, might have 
given it ſome ſmall advantages, but then 
the air was ſo ſalubrious, the drives ſo 
ſafe, the walks ſo level, that on the whole 
his taſte was ſufficiently gratified ; we do 
| not 
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not pronounce his Grace an amateur, but 
we may venture to ſay he really would 
have preferred the domains round Mit- 
fort Abbey unornamented by ſtately plant- 
ations, navigable cuts, ſerpentine rivers 
or majeſtic mountains, to Mount Sion or 
even Paradiſe, unleſs the inheritance of 
them had been aſcertained to his own 
deſcendants ; that is to ſay, except Miſs 
Palmerſton had been Lady of the manor. 
Now at Mitfort Abbey, his Grace could 
be in his ſaddle, or whirl in his travelling 
carriage from ſun riſing to ſun ſetting, and 
at the end thereof only find himſelf in 
the midway of that part of the Palmerſton 
eſtate by which the dwelling was ſur- 
rounded. On the death of the late poſſeſſ- 
ors, who left their orphan daughter to the 
care of Sir Arthur and Lady White, for 
they both died of a malignant fore throat 
within a few hours of each other; there 
was a clauſe in the father's will by which 
the Baronet was intitled to a legacy of 

| | | twenty 
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twenty thouſand pounds, and a thouſand 
pounds a year for the board of the young 
heireſs, provided that till ſhe came of 
age, which was named for twenty-three, 
Sir Arthur and Lady White ſhould remove 
to Mitfort Abbey, and there reſide during 
the minority of their daughter, or till her 


marriage, when the engagement was finally 
to ceaſe. 


At the time this event happened the 
Baronet's fortune was ſuch as made the 
conditions highly acceptable ; ſcantineſs 
of wealth had been his misfortune but not 
his fault, as there was no method in the - 
catalogue of ways and means by which he 
had not tried to encreaſe it: from eighteen 
to thirty-five he had been making himſelf 
uſeful, and if we may be allowed the ex- 
preſſion creeping into the ſide pocket of 
every man in power, to whom he could 
get himſelf or his talents recommended, 


but both had been unrewarded, if not en- 
meh 
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tirely neglected, till chance threw him in 
the way of Mr. Palmerſton, to whom on 
a certain occaſion, where great abilities 
were neceſſary, he made himſelf ſo very 
jet that he not only gratified his 
avarice but his ambition, by procuring 
him a title ; and what were his ſentiments 
of him to the lateſt time of his life, is 

beſt teſtified by the truſt repoſed in him, 
and the largneſs of his bequeſt. 


Lady White having little capacity of her 
own, ſuppoſed her huſband had much more 
than was really his due, the art of accommo- 
dation excepted, ſhe honored him accord- 
ingly,and was rather troubleſome in her fre- 
quent appeals to his judgment for the moſt 
trivial of her words and actions, which at all 
times conſiſted of the moſt trivial com- 
| poſition, the whole ſtock of her accom- 
pliſhments being confined to a tolerable. 
knowledge in carving, an intolerable ſhare 
of exactneſs in the adornments of her 
perſon, ſome civility, much formality, 

3 many 
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many: courteſys, and. ſuperabundant apo 
logies for all poſſible occaſions. From the 
hour Miſs Palmenſton was commurted do 
her care, ſhe thought it her duty to form 
the manners of her ward after her own 


model, and her Ladyſhip's application was 


ſo ſucceſsful, that, even when dut three 
years ld, ſhe; had the pleaſure to ſce her 
infant charge the very epitome of herſelf, 
another ae * x 


When Sin. Anchor — al aha guar- 
dian, Mr. Anthony Pearce, ſigned the 
contract of their ward's marriage with the 
Duke of Angrave's ſon, a view to their 
own intereſt had. not been intirely neglec- 
ted; we do not ſay it was à bargain and 
ſale. buſineſs, but this Grace was ever after 
ſpoken of by theſe two gentlemen as 
poſſeſſing a character ſtrongly marked by 
occaſional traits of generoſity and libe- 
rality. From the time Miſs Palmerſton 
was made acquainted min the engagement 

VOL, 111, H they 
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they had formed for her, and the many 
advantages of ſo great an alliance fervently 
repreſented, ſhe began. to turn her eyes 
towards the Marquis with that fort of 
preference which is intirely abſtracted from 
ſenſibility, but may be arranged under the 
article of prudence; to call it ambition 
would be a miſapplication; that is a ſen- 
timent which will never thrive in the cold 
regions of a ſoul like Lady White's, and 
what ſhe was unacquainted with. herſelf, 
ſhe could not be expected. to teach her 
ward. If nature ever made one {ſtruggle 
for the maſtery of her own paſſions in the 
icy boſom of her young hand- maiden, it 
was on the Marquis's conſtrained viſit of 
leave before his departure for the Conti- | 
nent; but the ſpark of animation was ſo 
languid, that it did not ſurvive his pre- 
- ſence, and was never again rekindled. 
The reports of his conduct, whilſt 
abroad, were not admitted within the 
walls 
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walls of Mitfort Abbey, where his name 
was always pronounced with reſpect, and 
followed up by the moſt flattering enco- 
miums on the dignity of his character; 
but this was a needleſs refinement; for 
had ſhe heard all the evil that he 'wiſhed 
her to hear, ſhe would have met it with 
the ſame indifference ſhe had done many 
perſonal flights from his Lordſhip. The 
Marquis, ſhe would have faid, muſt be my 
huſband ; it is my duty to think well of 
him, and then, like patience on a monu- 
ment, ſhe would have done exactly what 
ſhe now did, have compoſedly ſat doun 
to attend his pleaſure, when ever it — 
4 his convenience to wy their union. 


— —— — Ü ˙ꝛ Ä T — — 
—— — _ 


The . on (hich the Marquis with- 
drew himſelf was marked for being par- 
ticularly : unfortunate to his Grace of 
Angrave, as on that day he had preſented 
to his elected daughter a bridal pre ſent of 
Fe whach, beſides thoſe worn. by his 
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late Ducheſs, had, by additions made to 
them, coſt the enormous ſum of ſix thow- 


rene reg 1 

G n was gift more graciouſly re- 
ceived, or more readily conferred ; it was 
ſurely the giſt of affection, as ſhe could 
have no claim on chis benevolence, it 
being explained to his Grace by the guar- 
dians, that, duting her minority, there had 
been a ſaving of two hundred thouſand 
pounds, and if the fruit was ſo luſcious, the 
tree muſt be good that had produced it, 
this noble perſonage, who had been very 
long confined in a rheumatic gout,” by 
which he was much enfeebled, with his 
own trembling hands faſtened on a coſtly 
necklace, at which was ſuſpended, by a 
Fmall chain of brilliants, a beautiful mini- 
:ature of the Marquis. He afterwards 
lſaluted lie paſſiye Latly, and hoped-the 
would have nocbhjection to complete the 
— is ſon, and conferr an him- 
nal 6 eH +» ſelf 
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ſelf the honour of ranking her amongſt the 
moſt eſtimable treaſures of his family on 
that day fortnight. 
A very low courteſy MEE have ſignified 
her acquieſcence ; but that tacir aſſent 
was mightily ſtrengthened by her ſaying, 
Whenever your Grace and my Lord 
Marquis pleaſes.” His Grace was en- 
chanted, Sir Arthur's fallow corrplection 
brightened with approbation, and his dare 
penetrating eyes ſpoke the cunning langu- 
age of ſelf-intereſt, whillt” Lady White, 
covered with the confuſion of her ward's 
importance; made a thouſand fine ſpeeches 
to the Duke, and a thouſand congratuls=- 
. ones to the young ye” 


His Grace was fo moch eee not 
to go from Mitfort Abbey that night, as 
made ir impoſſible for him to return to 
town till the next day, without hazarding 
an imputation on that complacency of 

Toe. H 3 humour, 
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humour, which, he thought, ting i inthe 
world could now happen to diſturb. 


It was four o'clock in the afternoon 
when the Duke arrived in town. His firſt 
queſtion was, How the Marquis did, and 
if he was alone? The ſervant to whom 
he ſpoke was confounded, and ſtuttered out 
a reply, that his Lordſhip was not at home; 
but that Lady Selina was in her dreſſing- 


room. 


4 The I Duke ordered his daughter to at- 
tend him, but before ſhe could get herſelf 
in readineſs to obey his commands, he had 
gone into his library, not at all diſpleaſed 
at hearing that his fon was well enough to 
go abroad, as the day fixed for his mar- 
riage was at no great diſtance, and the 
plea of ill health would not be again 
brought forward to remove it further off, 
the ſtep he had taken MY . an- 


nounced his recovery. 
Several 
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Several letters were lying on the table; his 
Grace took up one of them, and broke the 
ſcal; it was from Dr. Pladlow, and conveyed 
do his tranſported patron an account of his 
daughter's being married to Mr. 'Afhford. 
Nothing but the Marquis's marriage with - 
Miſs Palmerſton could have occaſioned 
the Duke to feel a more lively joy than 
this intelligence, which removed a bar to 
his ſon's eſtabliſhment, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the Doctor's honour, and the Lady's 
indifference, he had never ceaſed to dread, 
as an impending deſtruction to his grand 
deſign. He had not quite finiſhed, but was 
ſmiling over the contents of this welcome 
letter when Lady Selina made her appear- 
ance, and her firſt words were: „Oh! 
dear papa, I am fo glad you are come 
home; but where is George?“ 


His Grace looked very much to the 
purpoſe of his own contemplations, and 
laid, ſignificantly, „No matter, child, 

H 4 where 
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where he is now, by this day fortnight we 


fthall put fetters to his freedom. I ſent 
for you to tell you that the time is fixed, 
and in thirteen days more you will falute 
your new lifter, the Marchioneſs of Green- 


* 


My ſtars! replied her Ladyſhip, how - 
delightful! But did you leave George be- 


hind you, papa, at Mitfort Abbey ? 


J wiſh, faid the Duke, you would learn 
to conſider before you aſk queſtions. How 
could ] leave him behind me, when J did 
not take him with me? 


' Yes ; but I ſuppoſed he followed your 
Grace when he went from hence, 


I believe not, child, for he did not paſs 
me on'the road ; beſide, that would have 


been a proof of obedience, which his former 
conduct 
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conduct has given me no reaſon to ex- 
pect. 


Lord, how odd ! replied Lady Selina, 
as if ſhe had really been quite as much 
ſurpriſed as ſhe pretended to be: I wonder 
what-he can have done with himſelf. 


What all the other yourg' men about 
town do with themſelves, careleſsly return 
ed the Duke, ſauntering up and down St. 
James's Street, or riding in Hyde Park. 


And ſo I ſhould have thought too; but 


you know, papa, George went n yeſter- 
day in the aſternoon. 


I know it! ceplied! the Duke, ſfarting, 
and turning pale. How the devil ſhould 


I know it! Why was I not told of this. 
before ? 


Hg + Becauſe 
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Becauſe I thought he muſt be gone to 
you, papa, and, as he had been hitherto ſo 
undutiful, nothing could be more natural 
than for me to ſuppoſe that he was ſorry 
for the flights he had ſhewn to Miſs Pal- 
merſton, and was ſet out to make his 
peace.with your Grace and the Lady. 


Selina, you argue like a dutiful, rational 
child; but this raſcally brother of your's is 
my perpetual torment. Gone ever ſince 
yeſterday, and not come back yet! Has 
he ſent no meſſage neither? 


No, indeed, papa, we have heard no- 
thing of him ſince he went away, and I 
cannot think what is become of him. I 
hope he has not met with another misfor- 


tune from a fall or a gun. 


Have done, ſaid the Duke, angrily 3 
you know theſe ſubjects put me in mind 
of his rebellious inclinations : I am willing 
| to 
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to forget them, and to believe all will yet 
be well. Perhaps he found the air neceſ- 
ſary after his long confinement, and 1s 
gone to ſpend, a night or two at ſome of 
his friends houſes in the country. 


The moſt likely thing in the world; 
well, it is very odd this idea did not occur 
to me, as well as to your Grace, O L—d! 
that certainly muſt be the caſe, ſo if you 
pleaſe, papa, I will juſt ſtep up ſtairs and 
finiſh my dreſs, as I have promiſed to call 
on Lady Margaret, and a few other of 
my friends, before dinner, ſo good bye papa, 
I ſhall ſce you about ten, as I mean to come 
home again, before I go out for the whole 
evening; ſaying this, . ſhe diſappeared as 
ſuddenly as a ſtar ſhoots, fearful that her 
progreſs might be ſtopped by a counter- 
mand from her father; but he had no in- 
tention to detain her, for chancing to caſt 
his eyes over the letters he had not yet 
examined, he ſaw one amongſt them, di- 

H6 rected 
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rected in tis ſor's hand, which he had 
eagerly ſeized on, and was breaking the 
ſeal, when ſhe retired ; perhaps it yielded 
more eaſily to his Grace's preſſure, from 
having before ſubmitted to a ſimilar opera- 
tion, under the delicate fingers of her 
mei Ladyſhip. | 


To fay what were the Duke's internal 
feelings, or in what words he vented his 
rage and difappointment, at finding his 
fon's determined refolutton, never to be 
the huſband of Mifs Palmerſton ; and that 
he had choſen baniſhment, rather than to 
fulfil his engagement, would be a taſk 
greatly beyond our undertaking, having a 
more tolerable talent for deſcribing the 
getitle, than the turbulent paſſions of hu- 
man nature. f 


de mal eb over his Grace's diſtor- 
tions, Wreathings, cutſings, and exclama- 


tions, in favour of 772 calm ſerenity, 
2 which. 


3 
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which ſoon ſucceeded; to a ftorm, which 
ſeemed to threaten univerſal devaſtation; 
for be it known, that the ſtorms of paſſion 
in the breaft of an angry man, are like 
thoſe in the natural world, they make a 
noiſe, racket and confuſion, but are ſoon- 
over. Beſides this ' philoſophical cauſe, 
there were many other reaſons why the 
Duke of Angrave's rage ſhould ſoon be 
appeaſed ; a few only of the! riymber will 
be neceſſary to our purpoſes ſuch as, that 
it was impoſſible for the Marquis to con- 
ceal himſelf in any foreign country, where 
his agents and bankers could not imme 
diately trace him out; he would then go 
in perſon to bring him back, and never 
loſe ſight of him, till he had ſeen the mar- 
riage compleated. Another very com- 
poſing conſideration was, that he had noth- 
ing to fear from his former romantic paſ- 
ſion, Miſs Pladlow being otherwiſe diſ- 
poſed off; but the moſt comfortable re- 
flection of all, ſprung from the conviction 

which 
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which experience had taught him, how 

much, and how long he might rely on the 
unwearied patience of his future daughter, 
and the  unreproving complacency of her 


His Grace's mind being now in a ſtate 
of convaleſcence, he again ſent for Lady 
Selina, and in conſequence of the plan he 
had formed, he acquainted her, with a ſmi- 
ling countenance, that ſhe might ſet her 
heart at reſt about her brother, for that he 
had juſt been reading a very dutiful letter, 
which he had found amongſt many others, 
on his table, to let- him know he meant 
only to paſs a few of the cold months in 
Italy, or the ſouth of France, for the more 
perfect recovery of his conſtitution, and 
ſhould return early in the ſpring to ratify 
his engagement with Miſs Palmerſton. : 


Her pretty Ladyſhip, who was far leſs 
remarkable for the ſincerity of her heart, 
2 than 
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than for the great command ſhe had at all 
times over her countenance, checked a moſt 
violent propenſity to mirth, and though ſhe 
could have almoſt expired with laughing, 
at the mutual ſcene of duplicity that had 
been carried on between her and her fa- 
ther, not a muſcle of her ſteady face was 
diſcompoſed, and ſhe replied with a nai- 
vette that never deſerted her, when ſhe 
thought an appearance of ſimplicity advan- 
tageous to her perſon or her purpoſe ; that 
ſhe was happy beyond expreſſion, that 
George was likely to be a good boy at 
laſt, and hoped his Grace would not be 
angry with him, as he left them only to 
get himſelf well, adding, ſhe dare fay, he 
would be a very affectionate huſband when 
he came back again, and that he would like 


Miſs Palmerſton vaſtly. 


True, true, replied the Duke, in a hur- 
rying tone of voice, you ſay right, Selina, 
yes, yes, George will be a good boy at laſt, 

| he 
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he ſhall be a good boy; but you muſt 
write child to the young Lady, and plead 
your brother's cauſe ; ſhe may be a little 
mortified, you muſt not let her be offend- 
ed; you will know what to ſay don't be 
fparing of his love; he ſhall one day or 
other make good your promiſes; it will 
not be amiſs if you congratulate her on the 
prudent plan he has adopted, and hint your 
ſuſpicions, that had he ſtayed longer in this 
cold climate, his conſtitution would have 
ſunk under its ſeverity; go, go, and do as 
bid you my dear. 


Will to-morrow do papa? for T am en- 
gaged every minute to day; but indeed, 
and indeed, if your Grace will excuſe me 
till the morning, I will write all that you 
command me, and a great deal more than 
I have time to think of at preſent. 


ie Duke, who on all accaſions but one, 
was the moſt docil father in the world, par- 
. ticularly 
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ticularly to the female part of his family, 
by whom he had ſuffered himſelf to be go- 
verned, ſince the death of his Ducheſs, 
aſſented to the propoſal, and his gay daugh- 
ter, who was already on the wing, imme 
diately took flight. | 


Being left entirely alone, his Grace 
threw himſelf back in his eafy chair, and 
for ſome moments cloſed his-eyes, and fell” 
into a train of meditation, not on things 
above, but on things below; amongſt 
which, the valuable jewels he had left be- 
hind him at Mitfort Abbey, were nor for- 
gotten; he had given them abſolutely and 
unconditionally; his ſon might die, or he 
might continue refractory, or he might 
never be prevailed uponto return; what then 
would become of che necklace, the chain, 
the ear- rings, the flowers, the pins, and the 
bracelets; he could not make a legal de- 
mand of them, and judging by the golden 
1 rule 
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rule of doing as you would be done by, a 
voluntary reſtitution of them was not to be 
expected; to diwide foul and body, was 
not fo terrible a confideration to the Duke, 
as to divide his Grace from any part of his 
property; and to avoid the preſent deſpe- 
rate misfortune by which he was threaten- 
ed, he determined to do 'as much, or more 
than ever man had done before; what that 
reſolution was, will appear in due time; 
it was deſperate, it was the dernier reſort, 
the forlorn hope of all his expectations, and 
every other expedient muſt be tried, be- 
fore he could act with ſo much intripida- 
tion, as the plan he meditated would re- 
quire to carry into execution; ſo leaving 
his Grace writing to the guardians of Miſs 
Palmerſton, with the ſame ſort of lan- 
guage and apologies in which he had com- 
manded his daughter to addreſs Miſs Pal- 
merſton herlelf, and taking every other 
ſtep to diſcover, as quietly as poſſible, to 

what 
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what part of the continent the Marquis had 
withdrawn himſelf, we ſhall proceed to 
ſpeak of the other honorable perſonages 
who have already been brought forward. 
on our hiſtorical theatre. 
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CHAP, XXXVII. 


RS. Edwin, after ſhe had joined 
Miſs Fairfax at her ſiſter Dormer's, 
was for ſeveral weeks prevented from 
proceeding to London by a ſevere fever, 
the conſequence of the agitating ſcenes ſhe 
had paſſed through in the laſt few days of 
her remaining at Edwin Place, and, pro- 
bably, the diſorder was augmented by the 
force of ſpirits ſhe had exerted to conceal 
from her friends the ſhock her ſuſcepti- 
ble heart experienced, on being obliged 
to relinquiſh the hopes ſhe had formed of 
renewing 
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renewing that attachment, which commen- 
cing in infancy, had “ Grown with her 
growth, and ſtrengthened with her ſtrength.” 


Emely would have renounced every 
expectation in life, rather than leave her 
beloved protectreſs to languiſh on the bed 
of ſickneſs without her perſonal attendance. 
It was poſſible that ſhe might incur her 
aunt's diſpleaſure by ſtaying in the coun- 
try ; but it was certain ſhe muſt fall under 
ſelf-condemnation if, for any intereſted 
conſideration, ſhe neglected the tender 
offices of gratitude and affeCtion. 


Her brother, in every reſpect, one of 
the moſt faſhionable men of the preſent 
age, we have reaſon to think, did not for- 
feit his pretenſions to the character, by 
adopting ſentiments in this caſe exactly 
ſimilar to thoſe of his ſiſter. He not 
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only conſented to, but alſo highly approved 
of the ſacrifice ſhe made to friendſhip, and 
added, to the ſanction of his own appro- 


bation, that of Lady Dorothy Petting, 


whoſe affection for her nephew made her 
almoſt forget that he had a ſiſter, or that 
ſhe had any other relation than himſelf. 


In the courſe of ſix weeks Mrs. Edwin 
was enough recovered from her indiſpoſi- 
tion to undertake the journey, and a 
| houſe, in Grafton Street, being ready for 
her reception, ſhe wrote to Colonel Fair- 


fax, and.fixed the day on which he might 


expect them in town. 


Wich this agreeable intelligence he flew 


to Groſvenor Square, where he had the 
mortification of meeting Lady Charlotte 
Ogle, who, of all his aunt's viſitors, had 
the ſmalleſt portion of his favour; nor 
had her Ladyſhip been more liberal to- 


wards himſelf, ſo that the balance of favour 
N r 5 
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Was pretty equal between them. The 
caſe might have been widely different, had 
the Colonel's maſk of politeneſs, which 

good manners made him put on in her 

preſence, been compofed of thicker ma- 

terials, or had her eyes been leſs cutiningly 

penetrating to have ſeen through it, no 

woman of her deſcription ever looked 
twice on Colonel Fairfax without wiſhing 

to retain him in her ſuit of captives, and 
Lady Charlotte had not diſcredited this 
general aſſertion. She had admired, 
praiſed, flattered, and followed him; but 
finding no hopes that her .endeavours 
would be ſucceſsful, and at all times unwil- 
ling to make the moſt trifling ſacrifice of her 
intereſt to her pleafures, ſhe now formed no 
other deſign againſt him, than thatof under- 
mining both him and his ſiſter in the affecti- 
ons of their aunt, whoſe beneficial attachment 

to herſelf, ſhe had good reaſon to believe, 
would be impaired by her fondneſs for the 
children of, her deceaſed brother; and to 
accompliſh this plan, ſhe was determined 
no 
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no expedient ſhould be left untried, if the 


ſelfiſhneſs of her diſpoſition had wanted the 


ſupport of auxiliary motives, her vanity 


and her envy. would have furniſhed them. 


She had heard Mis Fairfax was s hand- 
ſome, and that, in her eſtimation, was a 
crime, for which ſhe ought to be baniſhed 


from the circles. of - faſhion; and that it 
would be impoſſible to do, if ſhe was re- 


ceived under the roof of Lady Dorothy 
Petting, where ſhe would unavoidably be 
treated with a ſort of diſtinction, to which, 
in fact, ſhe had no pretenſions, by all who 


wiſhed to continue well with her Ladyſhip, 


whereas, if ſhe could contrive to gain her 


but a coldiſh kind of reception in Groſvenor 
Square, and ſo manage her matters as to 
bring it about that ſhe ſhould reſide with 
Mrs. Edwin, inſtead of Lady Dorothy, ſne 


fairly drey this concluſion from, ſuch a ma- 
.nceuvre,, that as Mrs. Edwin was a good 
ſort of a Os. which is to, os that 

741388 213 Ni Mrs. 
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Mrs. Edwin was not at the very top of | 


faſhion, ſhe would viſit and be viſited by 
good fort of people only, and of courſe be 
entirely excluded from the very firſt circles 
of all. 


This ingenious Lady had been ſitting 
and diſcourſing wich her Dowager friend 
more than an hour, when they were joined by 


Colonel Fairfax, who, with a look of ex- 
quiſite pleafure, preſented to his aunt the 
letter he had that morning received from 
Mrs. Edwin, and told her he was come to 
beſpeak a ſhare in her heart for his be- 
lov'd Emely, who ſhe would find by that 


letter would ſoon be at her Ladyſhip' s feet 


to claim it in perſon. 


Sd Charlotte roſe to take her leave; 
tlie Colonel begged he might not be the 
means of driving her away. Pray let me 
go, ſhe replied; I am but an intruder. 
You want to talk over domeſtic matters, 


VOL, 111. I and 
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and I never meddle in family affairs. In 
the ſtruggle between going and ſtaying, 
me happened to tread on the toe of a little 
dog, which, with two others, ſhe had the 
moment before gently removed from her 
lap. The offended creature yell'd out its 
complaints ſo pathetically, that Lady Do- 
rothy, who was beginning to read Mrs. 
Edwin's letter, threw it out of her hand, 
exclaiming, in a tone of terror and re- 
proach, © For God's ſake l what have you 


done? 


Lady Charlotte was re- ſeated had taken 
up the injured favourite — was aſking its 
pardon, and beſtowing on it a thouſand 
tender careſſes. I never could have imagined, 
continued her Ladyſhip, that you, of all 
people in the world, would have been ſo ex- 
tremely careleſs; indeed, Lady Charlotte, 
it was monſtrouſly cruel, when you know 
too that the poor dear little creature is with 
child! This laſt ſpeech was more than her 

, I | nephew 
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nephew could ſtand; but taking the op- 
portunity their confuſion afforded him, he 
ruſhed out of the room, indulged the effu- 
{ons of his humour in a laugh that was 
almoſt convulſive, and again ſtriving to 
adjuft his features, and give them a degree 
of ſeriouſneſs, he returned: to the Ladies, 
who he happily found in a ſtate of pacifi- 
cation, and the pregnant darling ſnoring _ 
away, as if no misfortune had befallen 

her. 


This Mrs. Edwin, ſaid Lady Dorothy, 
having read and returned the letter, ſeems 
to ſpeak of your ſiſter, Charles, with a great 
deal of conſideration, and her friendſhip 
may be of mighty advantage to her future 
fortune, if ſhe manages properly. 


The Colonel was going to make ſome 
reply, when Lady Charlotte, who was 
probably afraid that Lady Dorothy's con- 
verſation might be analogous to what had 

I 2 palled 
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paſſed in their tete 2 tte, and, perhaps, be 
tinctured by the advice, of which that 
morning ſhe had been particularly liberal, 
made a ſecond motion of retiring, which 
meeting with no further obſtruction, the 
aunt and nephew were left to themſelves, 


when her Ladyſhip proceeded. 


I fay, my dear, it is a very fortunate cir- 
cumſtance that Emely has made herielf 
ſo neceſſary to the happineſs of this good 
woman, as I really find to be the caſe by 
the letter you have ſhewn me, ſhe even 
fays ſhe cannot reſign her to me without 
reluctance; and —— 


I beg your pardon, my dear Madam, 
replied the Colonel, interrupting her with 
ſome avidity ; but I fear you have intirely 
miſapprehended the meaning of Mrs, Ed- 
win's expreſſions in my ſiſter's favour ; the 
affection with which ſhe honours her has 
e of weakneſs in its compoſition, 

f ſhe 
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ſhe deſires, and is intitled to a ſecond place 
in her heart ; but her claims do not inter- 
fere with that reſpect, gratitude, and affec- 
tion, which, a ſenſe of her own duty, and 
your Ladyſhip's intended goodneſs, de- 
mand from her, and Mrs. Edwin, will 
herſelf, next to the grateful ſon and daugh- - 
ter of your adoption, be the moſt gratified 
of human beings, in reſigning . to 
your maternal protection. 
This may be all true, — you have 
acquitted yourſelf very handſomely on the 
occaſion ; but you muſt know, Charles, I 
am ſtill of opinion, that it will be more 


for the advantage of my niece to be with _ 


Mrs. Edwin in town rather than with me. 
We had been talking of this matter before 
you came in, and Lady Charlotte Ogle, 
who is the moſt ſenſible woman in the 
world, thinks I am perfectly in the right. 

| / 


May 


13 


174 PELBOROUGCH FAMILY, 


May I be permitted to know your 
Ladyſhip's reaſons for this ſudden change 
of meaſures, aſked the Colonel, adding, in 
a reſentful tone, your own judgment will 
be decifive with me; the ſtamp of Lady 
Charlotte's approbation, I muſt confeſs, 
would add nothing to its reſpectability. 


Now, child, I ſee you are angry, and 
with poor Lady Charlotte; but, indeed, 
you are wrong : I muſt not ſuffer you to 
remain under ſuch an error. The only 
great objection ſhe made to my niece's 
living with me was the largeneſs of my 
Family, and the number of rooms they were 
obliged to occupy,” which, you know, is 
all true; beſides there was a chance, as 
the very rightly obſerved, that Miſs Fair- 
fax and my little folks might not agree, 
and in that caſe we ſhould have nothing 
but family diſſentions all day long, and 
then, if I am appealed to, I may not be 
quite impartial ; for I never could forgive 

a 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY: 175 


a premeditated ſlight to any of thoſe dear 
creatures, caſting a look of gratitude round, 
above and below her, to whoſe endeavours 
of diverting me I am e for the 
happieſt hours of my life. 0 


Colonel b be 0 ſame 
moment with three ſorts of inclination, one 
to laugh at his aunt's folly, one to- curſe 
Lady Charlotte's officiouſneſs, and one to 
fall out with his bread and butter; yet, as 
neither of theſe were to be indulged but 
at the expence of his ſiſter's and his own 
expectations, he ' ſubmitted to the check 
of prudence, and only replied, that he 
hoped, when he had the honour to preſent 
his ſiſter to her Ladyſhip, the humanity 
of her heart, and the gentleneſs of her 
manners, would ſoon remove any prejudice* - 
that was not rooted in averſion, or that 
did not ſpring from malice. 


14 Lady 
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Lady Dorothy dreaded to offend her 
nephew, whom ſhe loved almoſt equal to 
any of her little folks, and reading in his 
countenance more than was expreſſed in 
his words, ſhe took his hand in her's, and 
aſſured him, Emely, for his ſake alone, 
ſhould ever ſhare with him in her affections, 
and, notwithſtanding ſhe thought it fo 
much better on many accounts, that ſhe 
ſhould continue with Mrs. Edwin, rather 
then live entitely with herſelf, yet ijt 
would be only a nominal ſeparation, as 
| ſhe ſhould expect to ſee her in Groſvenor 
Square every day, and all the day long. 


The Colonel, by this time, had coolly 
conſidered what an advantage ſuch an ar- 
rangement would be of, to the heart, the 
health, and even the morals of his ſiſter, 
as well as the ſatisfaction it would mutual- 
ly afford her, and the kind protector of her 
youth, not to be ſeparated from each other 
on her firſt dangerous Jaunch into the 

S | great 
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great world; he was therefore not only 

contented, but even delighted, with the 

very propoſal, which had at firſt ſtruck his 
apprehenſive tenderneſs with a pang not 
merely of diſappointment, but ſore morti- 
fication, and he now thanked his aunt, with 
a warmth and gracefulneſs that could leave 
her no room to doubt of his ſincerity.. , 

How comes it Charles, ſaid her Lady- 

ſhip, with abundant good humour, that 
you charm me more and more every. time 
I ſee you? I promiſe you to take care of 
Emely, I will give her five thouſand 
pounds, and if ſhe is half ſo handſome as 
you are, I will get her a good huſband ; 
but the very high views I have entertained 
for your eſtabliſhment, will put it out of 
my power to do more for her ; pray child, 
is Mrs. Edwin a mighty old woman 2 


By no means, Madam, I be the is | 
ſome years younger than Lady Charlotte 
os: Ogle, 
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Ogle, and is ſtill very charming, infinitely 
Loperior to any young Lady I ſeen 
ſince came to ann 


Ah, you th Lady Sehn 1 b but we 
will talk more of her by and bye; in the 
mean time, as I think myſelf much obliged, 
on my niece's account, to this Mrs. Ed- 
win, and as you ſay ſhe is ſtill well looked, 
I ſhould be pleaſed to find her out a pro- 
per alliance, that is, if ſhe intends to ſet 
out on a ſecond venture, otherwiſe I would 
on no account perſuade her to adopt ſuch. 
a meaſure, as it may be of diſſervice to 
Emely i but if ſhe is inclined that way, tis 
in vain to contend with a widow, ſo deter- 
mined, and IT ſhould he glad, in that 
cafe, to ſhew that I am not inſenſible of 
her kindneſs to my family, by giving her 
my advice and aſſiſtance; and as ſhe is of 
a reſpectable houſe, ſtill handſome, you ſay, 
and well jointer'd, I dare oy I ſhall be able 
to ſerve her. | 


Suppoſe, 
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Suppoſe, ſaid the Colonel, with a very 
grave countenance, your Ladyſhip was to 
turn away from thoſe ſplendid proſpects, 
you do me the honor to ſay you have in 
view-for my eſtabliſhment, and propoſe me 
to Mrs. Edwin; the work is half com- 
pleated already, for we have loved almoſt- 
as long as we have known each other. 


God forbid ! Why will you try my pa- 
tience, nephew? am I never to make you 
underſtand, that an ill-timed jeſt always 
diſpleaſes me? whilſt you hve, name it 
not again; that there is even a poſſibility 
of Earl Delborough's nephew, and the 
declared heir of Lady Dorothy Petting, 
connecting himſelf with the widow, or the 
daughter of a country Squire. Her Lady- 
ſhip concluded this ſolemn adjuration, by 
an erection of the head, a ſeverity of fea- 
tures, and a doubtful ſilence; but all thoſe: 
ſymptoms of diſpleaſure, fied before their 
military opponent, who very ſoondiſledged: 
— 1 them: 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 


* 3 
4 
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them by his conciliating forces of plea- 
ſantry, and well- timed acknowledgments, 


The Colonel having reſtored himſelf to 
the good graces of Lady Dorothy, ſhe aſk- 
ed him if he had never ſeized on any of 
thoſe favourable opportunities, which the 

evident partiality of Lady Selina Dangle 
afforded him, to forward his pretenſions; 
Though the meaning of this queſtion was 
fully obvious, he choſe to look ſurpriſed, 
and as if he had not underſtood it: piſh ! 
laid ſhe, how childiſh this is; 1 do not aſk 
if you have made propoſals to her, becauſe 
that could not be done, without my aſſiſt- 
ance, but in the two months you have 
known her, and begn conſtantly in the ſame 
parties with her, 1 ſuppoſe you muſt have 
ſpoken to her, you muſt have laid ſome- 
* to the purpoſe. | 


Fab, Petr little Madam, replied he; 


] wes are ſo few, and ſuch ſhort vacancies 


in 
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in her Ladyſhip's converſation,” that I have 
found no opportunities in which I could 
talk nonſenſe of any kind; Lady Selina's 
happy fluency of expreſſion, like the ocean, 
having an excluſive right over all other 
leſſer bodies of water, to run backwards 
and forwards, and to make itſelf heard in 
all quarters. The laſt word was but half 
pronounced, When Lady Selina preſented 
herſelf before them in propria perſona. 


Jam come, faid ſhe, for one moment, 
to tell you the ſtrangeſt news you have 
heard this ſeven years; I am fo fortunate 
in finding your Ladyſhip not gone out, 
and fo delighted to meet Colonel Fairfax 
with you ; now you muſt both gueſs what 
I have to tell you, it is about a wedding, 
but I will give you a hundred 2 to 
find out who are the parties. 


The C olonel replied, that provided no 
accident happened to prevent him, he 
would 


A 
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would accept the challenge, and do him- 
ſelf the honor to wait on her Ladyſhip a 
hundred years hence from that day, and 
„ e be the happy 
—_— 


* 


Lady Dorothy took wks ſhe en 
——— wrcaſion; of dropping a hint 
in the way of buſineſs ; ſhe. ſigh'd, wiſhed 
it had been a union between two of the 
deareſt friends ſhe had in the world, and 
hoped it would not be a hundred weeks, 
before ſhe faw this favourite wiſh of her 
heart accompliſhed. Lady Selina, not be- 
ing in reality ſo dull as the Colonel, from 
choice, would make himſelf appear to be, 
ſent a ſmile ſide-ways to the aunt, which 
glanced by the nephew, and if he had exa- 
mined the meſſenger, he would have learnt 
nothing from the intelligence it conveyed, 
that was not to his own advantage. 


L, 
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L-, Colonel Fairfax! you are certain- 
Ty the ſtupideſt of all animals, cry'd ſhe, 
in a peeviſh voice, and with a diſconcert- 
ed countenance, which altnoſt ſaid * I hate 
you, for not loving me, ſo you would take 
a hundred years to-find out a ſecret, which. 
you might have only for aſking. Now it 
it was not for the fake of my dear Lady 
Dorothy, who I know muſt be dying with 
curioſity, I would keep it to myſelf till 
you repented of your indifference. 


Believe him not, ſaid the ba 
Dowager, indifference has no part in his 
character; I wiſh, my charming young. 
friend, you knew his heart as well as I 
do, but theſe are ſubjects. 


Stop, for heaven's ſake, Madam, inter- 
rupted the terrified Colonel, Who was con- 
fuſed beyond meaſure, at his aunt's indirect 
advances, and his own awkward ſituation, 
| wi you not permit Lady Selina? pray 


dear 
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dear Lady Selina be ſo good; well then, 
will gueſs, is it? —is it? —now the deuce 
take me if I can think of any two names 
in the whole calender of my acquaintance. 


Lou give it up then, ſaid her delighted 
Ladyſhip, who enjoyed his incoherence, 
and ne it to her own ACCOUNK.. 

Undoubtedly, a and ich all my heath; was 
the reply. 707; 


Now what will you both ſay, when I tell 
you, upon my honor, that indolent, affect- 
ed, ſpeaking figure, Lady Auguſta Drawl, 
has this, very day proclaimed herſelf not a 
bride, but a downright wite. Bly 4 


| My God ! exclaimed. Lady _ . 
married, and not know it | 


RP} ** has been ee more than 
7 6x months, ſo they ſay; but the poor 
dear 
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dear was afraid to diſcover that ſhe had 
ſtolen a huſband, ?rill there was a fort of 
neceſſity for confeſſing the theft; but then 
the happy Romeo of this languiſhing Juliet, 
who do you ſuppoſe him to be? why no 
other than your Ladyſhip' 8 old nnn | 
Parſon F otherton. | 


This is almoſt incredible, ME requires 
no leſs authority than your own, to make 
me believe it poſſible, that two people with 
whom I am ſo intimate, ſhould put them- 
ſelves into ſuch a ſituation, without even 
_ conſulting me, when they both know how 
happy it makes me, to give my advice on 
ſuch critical occaſions. This was Lady 
Dorothy's obſervation, with hands lifted 
up, and eyes extended beyond their uſual 
dimenſions ; to which ſhe added, but my 
dear Lady Selina, you are very ſure all 
this has my 2 ni W. 


If 
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If there is any miſtake in the repreſenta- 
tion, it is not I, but her own mother muſt 
be accountable for it, ſaid Lady Selina; 

not ten minutes ago, juſt as I was coming 
away from Mrs. Egmont's, a great friend 
of the everlaſting Lady Watchit, who 
ſhould come in but her identical Ladyſhip, 
brim full of weeping and wailing, for the 
imprudence of her daughter, which, it 
ſeems, ſhe had never found out till then. 
1 faw fomething was. the matter, returned 
to my ſeat, and juſt ſtayed long enough 
afterwards, to hear the whole hiftory, half 
of which I have already forgotten. I only 
remember, that I leſt the diſſatisfied ma- 
tron fretting herſelf to a packthread, that 
her beautiful, rich, wiſe, and delicate Au- 
guſta, had EE MBs Reno: 
* 


fs to that part of the ſtory, ſaid Lady 
Dorothy, he is of noble birth, and I am 
not o much aſtoniſhed at any little in- 


equality 
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equality there may be in the parties them- 
ſelves, but can never reconcile it to my 
imagination, why I was not conſulted. = 

Ld, Ma'am, I told you before, that 
they conſulted no earthly thing, but their 
own inchnations, and who can fay they may 
not fall into the felf-ſame error; ſhe look- 
ed intelligently towards the Colonel. I'm 
fure I ſhall not be the firſt to condemn 
them. Your Ladyſhip very gaod-natured- 
ly obſerved, his family is noble, and hav- 
ing hung ſo long on the brambles, ſhe 
might have done much worſe ; his perſon 
too is handſome enough; beſides, he has 
not either the appearance or manners of 
a parſon, and ſince he has got himſelf 
crop'd, I proteſt he looks quite as much 
the man of faſhion, as if he had never 
meddled with the church in his whole life. 
have heard Lord Hagglewell declare, he 
is as good a pugiliſt as himſelf; nay, he 
talks of uſing his intereſt with the miniſter, 

to 
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to make him a biſhop ;, but now that he 
will be maſter of Lady. Auguſta's large 
fortune, I hope he has more ſpirit than 
ever to think of following his buſineſs 
again; at leaſt, ſetting up for a Biſhop, 
it would lay him under ſhocking reſtraints, 
and what would become of a, certain Lady's 
aſſembly, for I am told that, before he is 
made a Biſhop, he muſt ſware to frequent 
no public amuſements, or even play at cards 
on a Sunday, 


x 
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c HAP. XXXIX. 


T may be obſerved, that after Col. Fair- 
fax had carried his point, of withdrawing 
the ladies? attention from one topic, and fix- 
ing them on another, he did not once inter- 


rupt their converſation , by either queſtion 


or comment ; neither had Lady Auguſta, or 
the Reverend Mr. Fotherton, any ſhare in 
his thoughts, during a filence of at leaſt 
fifteen minutes; he was all that time em- 
ployed in contemplating the very pretty 
face of Lady Selina, and regretting that the 
features of her mind were not equally 
faultleſs 
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faultleſs and engaging ; he wiſhed to have 
bent his inclinations the way his aunt would 
have directed them, but it was Lady Selina 
herſelf who ee * wow making 


r 


Nature had formed him too hand- 
ſome for a ſaint, but Doctor Harvey had 
taught him to be a Chriſtian; and it muſt 
be allowed, there is much ſound wiſdom in 
the character of a Chriſtian, at leaſt our 
Colonel was indebted to it for many of the 
wiſeſt rules, by which he ſteered his conduct; 
and thoſe which he moſt invariably obferved, 
were never to make a friend of that man, 
who by the daring independance of his 
actions, would ſeem to proclaim himſelf 
his own creator; or a wife of the woman, 
who can ſmile at a jeſt on religion, and 
who does not feel herſelf inſulted, when ſhe 
hears its duties ſpoken of contemptuouſly, 
or its myſteries made the ſubject of gay ridi- 
cule. Influenced as he was by ſuch obſolete 
maxims, Lady Selina had certainly miſſed 
her 
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her aim, if ſhe intended to captivate his 
heart, by pointing the brilliancy of her wit 
againſt che nn the Biſhops, and the 
| em | 


The remaining part of this morning 
converſation, chiefly conſiſted of modern 
anecdotes, in which the recent elopement 
of two married ladies, one with a young 
military peer, the other with the ſon of a 
peer, made the principle figures, and were 
treated as matters of courſe, only that 
Lady Selina obſerved, ſhe ſhould not be 
able to viſit them when they came back, 
unleſs they got reconciled to their huſbands, 
and were received at court. 


When Lady Dorothy mentioned how 
very ſoon ſhe expected her niece Fairfax 
in town, Lady Selina teſtified the moſt 
hvely tranſports of joy, and begged they 
might be exceedingly intimate, for there 
was nothing ſhe longed for ſo much, as to 

convince 
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convince the world, how poſſible it was 
for two .girls to form the moſt violent 
friendſhip for each other, that ſhould only end 
with their exiſtence, and on which ſhe had 
held a thouſand arguments with a thouſand 
people. To this fine romantic flouriſh Col. 
Fairfax bowed, ſmiled, and faid her Lady- 
ſhip did his ſiſter too much honour ; that 
ſhe was a little - Ruſtic, whoſe ſentiments 
and manners; he feared, would not be at 
all underſtood in the beau monde. 


So much the better, ſhe replied, that 
will be novel and charming. She then 
began talking of her brother, wiſhed he 
was returned from the Continent, - hoped 
he would break off his affair with Miſs 
Palmerſton, and fall in love with her dear 
new friend, who, ſhe was quite ſure, would 
be her ſiſter, if Lord Greendale was allow-. 
ed to follow his own inclinations, 


We 


— 
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We ſhall conclude this chapter with 
obſerving, that Lady Selina ſpoke a little 
at random, when ſhe talked of her bro- 
ther's return from the Continent ; for tho' 
many weeks were elapſed ſince the Mar- 
quis had withdrawn himſelf from his family, 
and though the Duke's inquiries to find 
out the place of his retreat were diligent 
and unceaſing, yet all his Grace's pains 
had been hitherto ineffeCtual ; and at this 
very time he had diſpatched agents, in 
whoſe ſecreſy he confided, to purſue his 
fon through France, Germany, and Italy, 
till they ſhould have obtained ſome certain 
intelligence of his Lordſhip's motions. 
Whatever were his Grace's feelings on the 
ſubject, they were confined to himſelf, 
for to Miſs Palmerſton, her guardians, his 
on family, and the world in general, he 
was the moſt contented father imaginable, 
and his fon the moſt conſtant correſpond- 
ent. A foreign poſt ſeldom arrived that 

VOL, III. K he 


* 
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he did not give a ſuccinct account, either 
that the Marquis's health was better or 
worle, to all inquiries, 
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r 


CHAP. XL 


OUR honour, pleaſe God, will have 

fine weather for your ride this morn- 
ing, fays Thomas Parr, caſting a look at 
the window as he ſtood behind his maſter 
tying up his hair. The Colonel's — | 
and horſes were already at che door ;- 
was juſt as he was ſetting out to — 
Edwin and Miſs Fairfax, on the ene 
had appointed to be in town. u 


It is a pure hard froſt, continued Tho- 
mas, and exerciſe will keep your honour 
K 2 warm; 
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warm ; but I hope Madam Edwin and 
Miſs Emmy will take care and wrap them- 
ſelves up, or the ſharp air will nip them 
ſadly ; it is a long pull at this cold ſeaſon, 
and, in my mind, one day in the country 
is worth a hundred here. 


And what, pray, are your objections to 
London, aſked. his maſter, with a certain 
| kindneſs of voice, which his old ſervant 
always underſtood as a ſignal to proceed 
in his (diſcourſe, and of which indulgence 
he never failed toavail himſelf. Have you 
met with any miſadventures ſince you came 


31 Nothing to ſpeak of, replied I homas 3 
but if your honour would know all, why, 
J muſt ſay, I don't think the London ſer- 
vants are a bit better than their maſters, 
and miſtreſſes. I am ſure, if all was fair 
and above board, I ſhould not have loft 


& ii 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY: 197 


ſx guineas playing at the cards ſince I have 
belonged to their meetings. gen N 


Ah! ks, Thomas, ſaid the Cola 
nel, where was thy wiſdom ? | 


Why, 2 as to that, Sir, I e eee „ 
myſelf, and they will all ſay the ſame,; if 
you pleaſe to aſk them; for I never was 
hauld in to play at their whiſt, as they 
call it, without telling them of the heinous 
crime of gambling. I believe your honour” | 
knows I am no fool; but they minded me 
no more than if I had been one of her 
Ladyſnip's parrots. Wiſdom is a jewel in 
the country; but in London, I will be 
bold to ſay, it is not worth a braſs but 


If theſe are your ſentiments, ſaid the 
Colonel, with much aſſumed gravity, per- 
haps, had I conſulted you about my ſiſter s 

K 3 coming 
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coming to town, you would not have ad- 
viſed me to bring her here at all. 


Thomas, whoſe familiarity was bounded 
by reſpect, ſtep'd forward, and, making a 
profound bow, obſerved, that had his 
honour condeſcended to do him that 
honour, he was pretty fure, and he did 
believe, that he ſhould have ſignified to 
his honour that the Ladies, God bleſs 
them! had better ſtay where they were, 
like harmlefs lambs friſking in their own 
paſture, than to break their pales, and 
venture into the devil's territories, and, 
molt likely, be devoured by wolves, foxes, 
tygers, and all manner of enemies, and 
where they would ſee nothing like them- 
ſelves, if they were to hve in London a 
thouſand years. 


There is ſome judgment and much truth 
in thy obſervations, honeſt Thomas, ſaid 
the Colonel; but ſince they have ventured + 
| ſo * 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY: 199 


ſo far on their road to make the experi- 
ment, haſten to get me ready, that I may 
go and conduct them. Never dream of 
wolf, fox, or tyger. Am not I on duty, 
and except the guard ſleeps, where is the 
avenue by which the enemy can enter to 
moleſt us ? 


Ah! and pleaſe your honour, it is not 
about Madam Edwin that I am over ti- 
merſome, becauſe her Ladyſhip has got 
enough years upon her head to know 
what's what; but, Mis Emmy, God 
bleſs her! I have not ſeen in my mind one 
Lady in all London fitfing to keep her 
company. The young Ladies in this town, 
to my thinking, are no more like her than 
I am like the king of England. If your 
honour will give me leave, I'll tell your 
honour what Mrs. Bridget Deacon, my La- 
- dy's houſekeeper, ſaid to me the other 
night, and what I ſaid to her in the wk of 
argument, Orig 

= K 4 When 
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When Thomas requeſted. this favour; 
he had his. maſter's boots in his hand, and 
received his permiſſion. to make his tale 
juſt as long as he might take in drawing 
them on; but no longer, and whether 
by deſign or accident, it was remarkable 
they did not go on with their uſual eaſe, 
but were fitted and refitted at leaſt a dozen 
times; and even that would not have 
done, for the completion of Thomas's 
converſation with Mrs. Bridget Deacon, had 
not the limited moments been eked out 
by the operation of hat brufhing, which, 
on this one occaſion, was not only per- 
formed in preſende of the Colonel, but al- 
moſt in his teeth, Thomas being much 
of a certain member's opinion, who once 
ſaid in the Houſe of Commons, If we 
ſpeak to no purpoſe, to what purpoſe do 
we ſpeak? And ſurely a man cannot 
ſpeakto leſs purpoſe than when he addreſſes 
himſelf to another, who is not within a 
hearing diſtance. I * 

KL Thomas 
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Thomas began, . continued, and ended, 
his rehearſal in the following words: 


Her Ladyſhip's domeſtics, and pleaſe 
your honour, always call me their fellow 
ſervant; ſo ſays Mr. Vertien to me the 
laſt time my Lady had company, Will 
you be ſo good, fellow ſervant, as to help 
us to hand about the refreſhments 2 n 


Pray do, ſaid Mrs. Bridget, and tell us, 
when you come down again, if you can 
ſce any one amongſt our fine young Ladies 
that you think would make a good wife 
for your handſome maſter. I beg your 
honour's, pardon for making ſo. free, but 
Mrs. Bridget did actually on the very, 
words, | 


The Colonel ſmiled ; it certainly was 
not a {ſymptom of diſpleaſure, at leaſt fo 
thought Thomas ; for it only cauſed one 
of thoſe ſhort pauſes, That a horſe on full 
ſpeed may be obſerved to make, when he 
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is forced to paſs by an object that frightens 
him, and being once cleared from it ſets 
off with more ſpeed than before. 


To be fure I ſhall, ſays I ; but as to my 
chuſing a wife for his honour, that is quite 
another affair, ſo taking a falver in my 
hand, I followed her Ladyſhip's ſervants 
up ſtairs ; but ſeeing ſo many Nobles al- 
together in a bunch, or like a cluſter of 
grapes, as one may ſay, I was going back 
again, but took courage, on ſeeing a little 
bit of the top of your honour's head riſing 
up above a great many Ladies, dreſſed like 
queens, who were ſtanding round you as 
thick as bees about honey, and all talking 
to you at the ſame time, ſo I deſired they 
would make room, and I carried the 
cakes to your honour ; but you did not, 
I believe, obſerve .me, for you kept on 
talking to the quality. Now, though I 
had done nothing but my duty in ſerving 
my own maſter firſt, the Ladies tittered, 

| p "Ra 
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and looked ſo bold, when 1 very civilly 
deſired them to make a little way for 
me to paſs, that they put me quite out of 
countenance, and I heard one of them ſay 
to another, Father Adam has certainly 
come out of his grave to attend us, ſo, not 
knowing what to anſwer, I kept my diſ- 
tance ; but Mr. Vertien told me the names 
of all the Lords and Ladies, and when 1 
went down to take my own tea with Mrs. 
Bridget, ſhe aſked me how I liked them? 


Truly, Mrs. Bridget, fays I, if my bet- 
ters do not like them more than I do, they 
will never get huſbands as No as oak, 
aſh, or os. grows. 5 

Upon my wht Mr. Parr, fays ſhe, 
you are very hard to be pleaſed; I fancy 
the Colonel will not be half fo difficult. 
Pray, did you take notice of a very pretty 
Lady, dreſſed in ſky-blue, with a great? 
many red roſes, blue feathers, . and diamond 

er pins 
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pins in her head. I am ſure * never 
ſaw any thing more handſomer in one lite, 


Mr. Thomas. 


I beg your pardon there, Ma'am, ſays 
I, my. maſter's ſiſter is ten thouſand times | 
more handſomer. Aan 


| How « can that be, ſays ſhe, for Lady, 
Selina Dangle, the young Lady I mean, is. 
the daughter of a. Duke, and will have 4 
hundred thouſand pounds to her fortune. 


L * well wa = you mean, 
Ma' am, ſays I but if ſhe was daughter of 
the Lord Mayor, I would {till argufy, that 
the is no more to compare to Mais Fair- 
fax than a dandelion is to an orange-tree 
in full bloſſom. 


Well, Mr. Thomas, I did not mean to 


effend you, ſays ſhe, ſo I beg we may not 
quarrel about it ; fo, fays ſhe, if you pleaſe, 
for 8 bit of fun, I will aſk you a few civil 

gqiueſtions; 
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queſtions; for we London Ladies have no 
great ideas how any thing that is very 
handſome can poſſibly come out of the 
country. Suppoſe now I pull Lady Selina 
to pieces, and you pull your young Lady 
to pieces, and then ſee what we can make. 
of them.. | | ; 


Mrs. Deacon, ſays I, fomewhat nettled, 
for ſhe very well knew, your henour, that 
both ſhe and I came out of the country, I 
can't chuſe but underſtand. what you ſay: 
about the country; but though I have: 
had the honour to be clerk. of a pariſh, it 
mult be a wiſer man than I am to find out 
what it is you would be at with ker Lady 
thip and Miſs Emmy, when you talk of 
pulling them to pieces. 


Well, to be ſure, ſays ſhe, laughing till 
her ſides ſhook again, Mr. Thomas, ſays 
ſhe, there is not another Chriſtian man, or 
Chriſtian woman, in all London, who would-. 

6 not 
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not have underſtood it; for inſtance, I ſay 
that Lady Selina is tall, ſlim, ſtrait and 
taper ; that ſhe has fine eyes, fine teeth, 
fine hair, and a fine ſkin ; and now it is your 
turn to ſay in which of theſe particulars ſhe 
is excelled by Miſs Fairfax, and that I 
call pulling them to pieces. 


If that be all, Ma'am, ſays I, my young 
Lady need not be aſhamed to fit down in 
any company, or to ſhew her ſhapes, or 
her face, before twenty ſuch beauties. She 
is as tall, as ſlim, as ſtrait, and as taper as 
your Lady Selina. You ſay nothing about 
feet, Ma' am, ſays I ; now Miſs Emmy's 
are admired wherever ſhe goes, and what 
is ſtill better, a thouſand bleſſings follow 
her footſteps. Her hands are like the 
mercies of heaven, never cloſed by hard- 
heartedneſs, and they are as white as your 
apron, Mrs. Bridget. As for eyes, there 
are none ſuch in the whole world as Miſs 
Tony s, forifa N man was to aſk 


her 
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her charity, and ſhe had nothing to give 


him, he would ſee ſo much pity in them, 
that whilſt he looked upon her face he 
might forget his hungry condition. Her 
teeth are like two flocks of ſheep newly 
ſhorn, fenced in by a hedge of ſcarlet 
berries ; then, as to her hair, it is as God 
made it, Mrs. Bridget, and ſhines in the 
ſan like the rind of a ripe cheſnut. Lon- 
don art may make whiter complexions, 
and redder too, I ſhan't diſpute it, Ma am; 
but nature never put a piece of work out 
of her hand better finiſhed from head to 
heel than my maſter's wag: Miſs . 
Fairfax. | 


I am very happy, ſays Mrs. Ow 
Deacon. 


Here the Colonel thought proper to in- 
terrupt the warm-hearted old man, who 
was endeared to him by a thoufand affec- 
tionate ſervices, not only to himſelf, but to 
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his father, twenty years before the area of 
his birth; he. thanked him for his attach- 
ment to his ſiſter, , praiſed his deſcriptive. 
talents, but obſerved, that his boots being 
on, his hat bruſhed, and the ladies by this 
time far advanced on their journey, he 
could not then ſtay to hear more of the 
dialogue, yet comforted him by ſaying, 
what remained ſhould be deferred to a: 
more convenient opportunity. 


Colonel Fairfax had got off the ſtones 
about half an hour, and was proceeding, 
ſlowly through a ſhort ſandy road, where 
the influence of the ſun had occaſioned a 
partial thaw, when a coach and ſix going 
towards London, paſſed by him, the motion 
of which was ſtill more impeded than his: 
own, by the depth of the ſoil. In ſuch 
ſituations, it is not uncommon for paſſen- 


gers to beſtow a glance on each other, 
en paſſent, and actuated by this mechanical 


ee which hardly deſerves the name 
of 
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of curioſity, he careleſsly turned his eyes 
towards the carriage, where they were 
facinated by an exhibition, from which he 
wiſhed never to have diſengaged them; 
two ladies were ſeated in the front, but 
his attention was rivitted by one of them 
only, ſhe was on the ſame ſide with him- 
ſelf; an infant that ſeemed about four 
years old, had fallen aſleep in her lap, and 
repoſed its cherub face on her boſom, 
whilſt her own fair cheek gently preſſed 
againſt that of the child, and her eyes were 
cloſed, as if ſhe, was partaking in its ſweet 
and innocent ſlumbers; the whole contour 
of her countenance favoured the idea; it 
exemplified all the majeſty of beauty, and 
all the ſoft inſinuating graces of infantine 
ſimplicity; one lovely arm, diveſted of its 
glove, intwined the neck of her little 
charge, the other, which was cloathed, 
ſupported its waiſt, and the hand reſted on 
its lap; a handkerchief, that had been 
looſely thrown over her head, partly con- 

cealed 
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cealed the treaſures of her face, but added 
an intereſting ſoftneſs to thofe that were 
revealed, and altogether aſſimulated dra- 
pery, attitude and features, ſo intirely cha- 
racteriſtic, and ſo happily blendid, as might 
have ſhamed the attempt of a leſs able 
maſter than nature herſelf, to produce 
another ſuch Madona, ſo exquiſitely mould- 
ed, ſo highly finiſhed, "Tur 


Colonel Fairfax was impreſſed with this 
idea, when he loſt ſight of the object; he 
had looked at the arms on the carriage, 
and obſerved the liveries, but knew nei- 
ther; the creſt was a bloody hand, and 
for a moment he felt a ſenſation, to which 
he had before been a ſtranger, and wiſhed 
himſelf the poſſeſſor of what he ſuppoſed 
belonged to the Baronet, at leaſt he wiſhed 
to be the huſband of ſuch a wife, and- the 
father of ſuch an infant. | 


However 
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However ſtrange it may appear to the 
ear of a beautiful female, who has hitherto 
liſtened to the language of adulation, rather 
than to that of truth, we will venture to 
aſſure her, that the deepeſt impreſſions the 
heart of man is capable of receiving, do 
not proceed from what is poetically called 
the unerring ſhafts of beauty; we are 
ready to allow, that beauty has, does, and 
ever will create admiration, and if to be 
admired is the only aim of its poſſeſſor, ſhe 
can ſcarce fail of being gratified ; this ſen- 
timent we will alſo admit, may aſſume the 
figure of love, and that the human heart 
ſhall be obliged to ſubmit to the madneſs 
of his tyranny, becauſe paſſion is at all 
times ſtronger than - reaſon ; but this ſort 
of forced allegiance, is no more to be de- 
pended on, than that a priſoner ſhall be 
found in his cell, after he has conquered 
his ſtrong enemies, and the doors of his 
priſon are ſet open. Female beauty, like 
female honor, ſhould be armed at all 

points, 
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points, the firſt to meet the awful criti- 
ciſins of truth, and the ſecond, firmly to 
reſiſt the attacks of inſulters. Truth is a 
ſevere: critic, but if ſhe acquits you, the 
malevolent remarks of falſchood ſhall be 
as harmleſs as they are contemptible ; if 
they tell you your face is compoſed of 
lilies and roſes, let not truth pronounce 
that theſe flowers were purchaſed at your 
perfumers; · and when they ſay your eyes 
ſparkle with vivacity, let it not be added, 
they wander in purſuit of conqueſt; are 
you praiſed for the eaſe of your manners, 
or the dignity of your deportment, take 
care that the one be far removed from 
levity, the other from arrogance; on the 
countenance of virgin beauty, as on coin 
before it is brought into circulation, ſnould 
be ſtamped the impreſſion that will enſure 
its currency; who that ſtops to examine 
the purity. of the die, which ſhould thus be 
impreſſed with a combination of maiden 
graces, and matronly virtues, but would 
2thion wills 
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with to ſecure one of them in his heart's 
cabinet, and there cheriſh it for ever as the 
2 * in his yg | | 


- As Colonel F 60 was e on 
his little journey, and perhaps meditating 
on the beautiful viſion that had glided by 
him about twenty minutes before, his at- 
tention was again arreſted, but by an object 
very different from the former; and though 
it could make no claim to his affections, it 
certainly had a ſtrong one on his humanity, 
as he immediately diſmounted, and giving 
his horſe to the groom, ſprung forward to 
afliſt an old man, who he had long obſerv- 
ed coming down, with cautious ſteps, over 
the gentle declivity, which he was juſt be- 
ginning to aſcend, when by ſome accident or 
other, the ſtick with which he ſupported: 
himſelf, had ſlid from his hand, and the Co- 
lonel ſaw them both fall to the ground to- 
gether; philanthropy is never torpid, its 
motions are active and lively, he fle to- 

wards 
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wards the proftrate old man, whoſe ſilver 
hair glittered in the ſun beams, and baving 
lifted him from the earth, enquired with 
much gentleneſs if he was hurt, or whether 
he could be of any further aſſiſtance. The 
ſtranger, who was wrap'd up in a warm 
great coat, of no extraordinary appear- 
ance, thanked him, not only with civility, 
but in terms of politeneſs, that did not ſeem 
to-accord with his figure, or mode of tra- 
velling ; he ſaid he feared his ancle was 
diſlocated, and ſhould be glad if he would 
help him to reach the ſide of the road, 
where he could ſet down till his people 
came by; as he ſpoke in a low faint voice, 
the Colonel did not hear what he ſaid fo 
diſtinctly, but that he miſtook the words 
my people, for thoſe of ſome: people, 
and not chuſing to depend on accident, 
for performing an office of compaſ- 
ſton, where his ' own efforts were fſuf- 
ficient, he looked round for a convenient 
"A to which he might be removed, and 

ſeeing 
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ſeeing a cottage at the diſtance of a hund- 
red yards, he ordered his groom to alight, 
and with his help conveyed him to it., 
The hut conſiſted of a ſingle room, and in 
one corner ſtood a poor little pallet, which 
on this occaſion ſerved as a ſofa for the 
hurt perſon to ſtretch his leg on. The 
good woman, who was lady of the man- 
ſion, was in her perſon, and every thing 
about her, clean even to exactneſs; ſhe 
was a widow, of rather more than fifty, 
and prided herſelf not a little, on her ſkil 
in repairing accidents, ſimilar to that which 
had brought the ſtrangers under her roof, 
and when Colonel Fairfax deſired ſhe 
would give his ſervant direction where he 
might go to fetch a furgeon, ſhe anſwer- 
ed, as may be ſound in the next chapter. 
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ASE 656 - by. r 
within ten miles of us; I do all the 
doctoring buſineſs ' myſelf, as far round as 
I am able to walk; and if the gentleman 
has broke no bone, I will cure him in half 
an hour; fay you ſo, my good woman, 
replied the patient, then ſet about it in- 
ſtantly, for I am in-exquiſite torture ; ſhe 
did not wait for a ſecond requeſt, but ran 
out at the door, and ſoon came back with 
a number of bay-leaves in her apron, which 
having picked from the ſtalks, and put 
Into 
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into a ſaucepan, with ſome water, while 
they were boiling on the fire, ſhe {at about 
pulling off the ſtocking, which operation 
cauſed ſome additional pain to the patient, 
but ſhe declared it would ſoon be over, 
and the ſucceſs of her application warrant- 
ed the aſſertion, for having firſt bathed 
the foot and ancle in the water, and after- 
wards bound on a great quantity of the 
leaves round the part affected, he declared 
himſelf perfectly eaſy, and taking out his 
purſe, preſented his doctreſs with five 
guineas, telling her he muſt ſtill remain her 
debtor. If the woman was aſtoniſhed at 
the magnificence of the gift, when a ſhil- 
ling would have anſwered all her moderate 
demands 'on his gratitude, the ſurpriſe of 
the Colonel was equally alarmed, at ſeeing 
ſuch a donation beſtowed by a perſon who 
he had pre-{uppoſed would not have re- 
fuſed an offering made to himſelf, though 
it had been far leſs liberal. The ſtranger, 
who had often fixed his eyes on. him, 

vol. 111, bes | from 
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from the firſt moment he came to his re- 
lief, ſeemed now to read the purport of 
his thoughts, and ſaid with a ſmile of com- 
placency, I believe fir, I have uninten- 
tionally led you into an error, I ſee you 
accuſe me of profuſeneſs, on the contrary, 
I am open to reproof, for the ſmallneſs of 
-my acknowledgments to this poor woman, 
who has relieved me from abundant mi- 
ſery; had my heart been as enlarged as 
my means are ample, ought I not in con- 
-ſcience to have doubled the paultry ſum, 
you would have done more; the ſpecimen 
you have ſhewn of a right diſpoſition, is a 
reproach to my narrowneſs of ſpirit, and I 
feel it here, ſaid he, counting out another 
five guineas, take theſe alſo, and thank 
this noble youth, who in teaching me a 
leſſon of humanity, has alſo taught me to 
reward it properly; when you remember 
the eaſe you gave your accidental patient, 
forget that the perſon ſo relieved, and who 
at firſt offered you ſo poor a recompence, 
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has a rental of forty thouſand pounds a 
year, and that he is the Earl of Delbo- 


rough. 


Colonel Fairfax was ſetting on the fide 
of his couch, he ſtarted from it, his face 
was ſuffuſed with the crimſon of unutter- 
able amazement ; Lord Delborough! re- 
| peated he, ah Sir! he pauſed, is it poſ- 
ſible ! again he was ſilent, and his eyes 
were tenderly fix'd on his uncle; if you 
are really Lord Delborough, you will no 
longer honour me with your approbation. 


The Earl prefented him his hand, and 
replied with a warmth equal to his own, 
may the curſe of heaven overtake me, if I 
ever renounce your friendſhip. | 


The hand he gave was reſpectfully preſ- 
ſed to the Colonel's lips, who gracefully 
bent down on one knee at the ſide of the 
bed; be your vow there regiſtered, my 

L 2 Lord, 
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Lord, aid he, till I ceaſe to deſerve your 
protection; but if I fail in my * then 
let it be blotted out for ever. 


Your energy is the energy of honour, 
replied the Earl; I have not yet merited 
the fervor of your attachment, the glory 
of it is all your own, and proceeds from 
that philanthropy of ſoul, that has this 
day made me ſo much your debtor; you 
have laid me under obligations, and you 
ſhall not find me ungrateful. Your dreſs 
beſpeaks your profeſſion, and I take it on 
myſelf to make your fortune, and your 
merit more equal than perhaps they may 
be at preſent ; tell me then, my excellent 
young friend, what 1s the rank you now 
hold in his Majeſty's ſervice ? 


I have the honor, my Lord, return'd 
the Colonel, whilſt his manly eyes ſhone 
with filal love and military ardour, to bear 
the commiſſion of Lieutenant Colonel in 

the 
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the army, and I have the ſuperior happi- 
neſs of owing my rank to your Lordſhip's 
patronage. 


I beg your pardon, my dear Sir, replied 
the Peer, with a look of mingled furpriſe 
and conſternation, I would give the half 
of my poſſeſſions, if that was really the 
caſe, but ſome miſtake there 1s, and I can- 
not account for it ; neither can I receive 
thoſe acknowledgments which are the 
right of another ; I never ſerved but one 
young man in your profeſſion, would to 
God it had been you ! he was my nephew, 
but never did me ſervice, nor have I de- 
ſerved his attention, for 1 neglected him! 


That nephew, my Lord, faid the 
Colonel, who has been fo unfortunate to 
render himſelf an object of your diſpleaſure, 
is now before you, he implores your par- 
don, he beſceches you will not withdraw 
from the fon of your brother the tokens 
| L 3 of 
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of affection you condeſcended to beſtow. 
on him, when you conſidered him as a 
{tranger to your blood. 


Lord Delborough, who had till then 
reſted his head on the pillows, now ſtarted 
from them, and with a ſudden motion, 
ſeating himſelf ere& on his bed, he drew 
the Colonel nearer to him, gazed ſilently 
on his face, Yes, ſaid he, your father is 
ftamped-on your features, you have not 
deceived me, you are the fon of my in- 
jured brother, and — he could ſay no 
more, tears ſtopped his utterance, his head 
fell on the ſhoulder of his nephew, and 
he wept aloud. 


Ah, my Lord, ſaid the Colonel, with 
more emotion than he could conceal, let 
not my happineſs at being numbered with 
your ſamily, be obſcured by throwing 
over it a cloud of retroſpection which evi- 


dently diſtreſſes you, your kindneſs has 
| told 
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told me that your heart condeſcends to 
receive me as no diſgraceful relative, 
compleat the meaſure of my jov, by letting 
me ſee it will not be at the expence of 


your feelings, that I muſt for ever indulge 
it. ; 


You ſhall be obeyed, replied Lord 
Delborough, tenderly embracing him, 
your conſideration for my peace ſhall 
teach me to forgive myſelf, when I look 
on my nephew and call him the ſon of my 
adoption, then I will forget the cruelty of 
my paſt conduct, and the ſpirit of thy father 
ſhall no longer reproach me; he then 
enquired minutely about the ſituation, 
age, perſon and accompliſhments of his 
niece ; but before the one half of his many 
queſtions could be anſwered, the Coloneb's 
groom came in to inform his maſter 
that Mrs. Edwin's carriage was in ſight, 
and went back again with orders to 
acquaint the ladies where he was, that 
they might not paſs by the door; as ſoon 
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as they were alone (for the old Doctreſs 
had retired before the intereſting diſcovery 
was made to enjoy her good fortune in 
private) Lord Delborough laid an in- 
junction on his nephew not to diſcover 
him to Emely till he had firſt ſcen her 
unprejudiced by relationſhip or rank, it 
was to your ignorance of either, added his 
Lordſhip, that I owe the moft bliſsful 
moments of my life, and to which I am 
alſo indebted for a more favorable opi- 
nion of human nature than I have ever 
yet had occaſion to adopt, I hardly ſup- 
poled there exifted ſuch a ſentiment as 
diſintereſted kindneſs, you have convinced 
me of my error; go and conduct your 
ſiſter, not to her uncle, but to the object 
of her brother's humanity, and if ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes the ſame diſpoſitions with yourſelf, 
ſhe ſhall ſhare with you in the affections 
they have created. 


He 
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He promiſed his Lordſhip that bis 
commands ſhould be punctually executed, 
and haſtened out to meet his ſiſter, exult- 
ing in the certainty of her victory, over 
a heart which was only to be conquered 


by gentleneſs and ſympathy. 


The carriage was now at the door of 
the hut, and the Colonel having kiſſed the 


hand of Mrs. Edwin, and tenqerly preſſed 
that of her lovely friend, he requeſted 
them to alight for a few minutes, and 
do him the honor to viſit his cottage, 
where they ſhould find a warm and wel- 
come reception; adding, with the fame 
air of gaiety, though I fear my old woman 
Is not in the way to aſſiſt me in the cere- 
monial of receiving our viſitors. 


The ladies readily affented, the ſtep 
was let down, he lifted out Mrs. Edwin, 
who was weak and emaciated ; Emely fol- 
lowed, ſaying 1n a jeſting accent, how very 

impatient 
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impatient ſhe ſhould be to embrace her 
new ſiſter, and how ſorry ſhe was that ſhe 
muſt not expect to find her at home; on 
entering the cabin they ſtarted at ſeeing 
an old man with venerable grey locks 
ſetting up in a bed on which his legs were 
extended, he bowed to them both, which 
falutation they moſt courteouſly and kindly 
returned, and ſo little did his Lordſhip's 
appearance beſpeak the dignity of his 
rank, that the ſame thought occurred to 
each of the ladies, that this muſt be the 
owner of the cottage, and that benevolence 
alone was the magnet that had drawn the 
Colonel thither ; under the influence of 
this idea, whilſt Mrs. Edwin was warming 
her hands at the fire, Emely looked round 
and round to find ſomething that ſhe 
might admire, and at laſt approaching 
Lord Delborough with a captivating air 
of ſweet condeſcenſion, that would have 
ſuited an angel when employed on a meſ- 


ſage of mercy, 
Your 
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Your cottage, fir, faid ſhe, is very ſmall 
and perhaps not ſo convenient as you 
would wiſh it, but in my life I never ſaw 
any thing ſo charmingly clean, your wife 
muſt be a nice comfortable woman and 
I am quite ſorry ſhe is not at home, I 
ſhould have liked very much to have ſeen 
- her, | 


The Earl could not help ſmiling, he 

had much penetration and could have 
caught her that moment to his heart, and 
have acknowledged her for a true ſiſter 
of his nephew, and there was but one wo- 
man in the world who he thought equalled 
her in the beauty of her perſon and the 
ſoft melody of her voice, but he reſtrained 
his impatience, he was convinced, but not 
ſatisfied, he could have looked at and 
liſtened to her for ever. 


I fear, fir, continued ſhe, you have met 
with ſome accident, I obſerve your leg 
is 
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is wrapped up, and your poſture muſt be 
uneaſy, ſhall I endeavour to make it more 
commodious. There 1s no bearing this, 
exclaimed Lord Delborough, Charles come 
to my reſcue, this girl has overpowered 
me. 


Miſs Fairfax thought the old man was 
taken with a ſudden fit of inſanity, and 
fled from him with a countenance of terror 
and affright that it is not in language to 
deſcribe; her brother had in a whiſper 
betrayed rhe ſecret to Mrs. Edwin, as they 
ſtood together by the fire ſide, and on 
hearing hts uncle's words addreſſed to him- 
felf, he caught hold of Emely's hand, 
haftily announced to her who the ftranger 
really was, and led the joyful trembling 
girl to the Earl's embraces, whoſe heart 
and arms were both open to recetve her, 
ſhe threw herſelf on her knees by his ſide, 
he leaned towards her, folded her to his 
boſom, called her his merciful, his adorable 

child, 
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child, and as he preſſed her glowing cheek 
with his lips, a tear fell upon it, on recol- 
lecting it was the firſt paternal kiſs he had 
ever-beſtowed on her orphan ſweetneſs. 


Lord Delborough's expreſſions of Kind- 
neſs were not confined to his nephew and 
niece, Mrs. Edwin came in for a very 
liberal portion of them, and received a 
thouſand acknowledgments for the foſter- 
ing care with which ſhe had cultivated 
the neglected bloſſom, ſo cruelly diſunited 
from the tree that ſhopld have ſheltered 
it. | 


Emely enquired into the Yortunate cir- 
cumftance to which ſhe and her brother 
were indebted for their preſent happineſs, 
and how it happened that his Lordſhip 
ſhould be m that poor little cottage, with- 
out either equipage or attendants? The 
Earl took a great deal of pleaſure in ſatiſ- 
fying all her inquiries, particularly as 

| they 
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they gave him an opportunity of rehearſing 
the amiable traits in his nephew's cha- 
racer, that had endeared him for ever to 
his affections; for his being alone and on 
foot he accounted, by telling them that 
ſomething had gone wrong with one of 
the wheels of his carriage, that the ſervants 
had ſpied out the accident, and gave it 
as their opinion it might be attended with 
danger to go down the hill before the 
damage was repaired, that finding it would 
take up half an hour, and being exceed- 
ingly cold, his Lordſhip had got out of 
the carriage with an intention to warm 
himſelf by exerciſe, and directed that it 
ſhould follow him as ſoon as it was re- 
ſtored to order; he ſaid that in general 
he was a good walker, but his hands and 
feet being chilled, his ſtick had dropped 
from the one, in conſequence of which 
the other failed him, and he came to the 
ground, as has been already related. 


Inſtead 
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Inſtead of half an hour, in which his 
'Lordſhip ſaid he expected his carriage 
would have overtaken him, a full hour 
had elapſed from the time he had entered 
the cottage, and the Colonel's groom was 
now diſpatched to ſee what was become 
of it; in the mean while the happy hoſteſs, 
of her ſtill more happy gueſt, again made 
her appearance, and having dropped a 
"thouſand curteſies to the ladies, and ten 

thouſand to the Earl, ſhe produced from 
under her clean check apron, ſome cakes, 

a bottle, and two glaſſes, which ſhe gave 
them to underſtand ſhe had borrowed, at 
the diſtance of half a mile, from one of 
her neighbours, for their entertainment : 
the liquor thus produced happened to be 
excellent clary wine, but had it been bran- 
dy, the Earl who was delighted with 
this homely effort of gratitude and hoſ- 
pitality, would not have excuſed his fair 
companions from carrying it to their lips. 

| Sufficient honor being done to her repaſt, 
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the old woman again put her ſaucepan 
on the fire, and deſired his Lordſhip's 
honor would be ſo well pleaſed to let her 
dreſs his leg once more before he went 
away, to which he readily aſſented, and 
Emely finding how much benefit her 
uncle had received from the ſimple appli- 
cation, made herſelf miſtreſs of the com- 
poſition and mode of uſing it, that if the 
pain ſhould return after he got to Lon- 
don, ſhe might be at no loſs for the 
remedy which had been already ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully applied, and with her own lovely 
hands gently performed the whole ope- 
ration, by which time the Earl's people 
being arrived, he got off from the bed, 
and venturing to put his foot to the 
ground, aſſured them he could walk to 
the carriage with great eaſe; but neither 
his nephew or niece would permit him 
to make the experiment, and he was lifted 
mto it by the Colonel and one of his own 
ſervants ; juſt as he was going off, and 
3 as 
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as he was bidding the old woman . — 
cordial adieu; ſhe interrupted him by 


faying, with tears in her eyes, God bleſs 
your honor's Lordſhip, I ſhall never for- 
get this bleſſed day as long as I live; fuch 
a windfall once in ſeven years might make 
me forget that I bean't always to hve 
in this world, fo it may be beſt for me 
not to have ſuch a God-ſend as your Lord» 
ſhip but once in my life. 


Emely, faid the Peer, this good woman 
muſt be your penſioner, you have ſtole 
away her buſineſs, and muſt make reſtitu- 
tion for the theft, I will be umpire be- 
| tween you, and I condemn you from this 
day to pay her, during her life, the ſum of 
five pounds quarterly, my ſteward is a 
good ſort of a man, I ſhall ſpeak to him, 
and he fhall aſſiſt you in the buſineſs. 


The maitreſs d'hotel fell down on her 
knees, the heart of Miſs Fairfax exulted 
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| in the office aſſigned her, and his Lord- 

ſhip's two ſupporters bore him to the 
carriage, after which the Colonel handed 
Mrs. Edwin and his ſiſter into their chaiſe, 
and as it had been before arranged, he 
took his place by the ſide of his uncle; 

and thus martialed they all proceeded on 
their rout to London. Colonel Fairfax 
having promiſed to join the ladies in 
Grafton-Street, as ſoon as he had ſafely 
conducted Lord Delborough to St. 
James's-Square. 
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